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Civil liberty breach at the beach?
Injunction made permanent; Fairfield police granted unfettered access to the Point
BY KELLY SHEEHAN

On Friday, the temporary
court injunction that prohibits more than 250 college students from gathering at Fairfield
Beach's Lantern Point was made
permanent.
Since 2001, the town of
Fairfield has been enforcing a

temporary injunction after nine
year-round Fairfield beach residents brought a case against the
Lantern Point Association.
The conflict was over large
beach gatherings, the most widely
recognized being "Clam Jam,"
a spring party organized on and
around the Point's deck. It attracted approximately 5,000 par-

tygoers with 270 kegs of beer at
the height of its popularity.
While year-round residents
are now happier, many current Fairfield students say they
feel cheated and discriminated
against.
"Obviously I'm upset," said
beach resident Carla Pasquale '06.
"Senior year at the beach was one

On Roe v. Wade anniversary,
FU students march on Washington

of the reasons I came to Fairfield
in the first place, and it seems like
every senior class had all these
crazy parties, and it just stopped
with our class."
"I still wonder why people who don't like college kids
would ever move to the Fairfield
beach area, though it looks like
they're trying to weed us out,"

she added. Now, Fairfield police will
have full access to Lantern Point
grounds during the academic year.
Police normally do not have access to private property, but the
landlords of the houses located at
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100 Nights...but only
for 250 seniors
Student-planned event sells out
in a weekend
BY ALEXANDRA STEWART

Once time-honored senior traditions like Keg Races, Mock Wedding
and most recently, the FUSA sponsored event 200 Nights, are slowly
being removed from the agenda of the senior class due to liability issues
at the university.
In November of 2005, Ashlee Fox '06 announced that she had an
answer to the seniors' shrinking social calendars in the form of a new
tradition - 100 Nights.
While the event was merely in the preliminary stages in November,
the event has now been planned and has even sold out. During winter
break, Fox prepared the final arrangements for 250 seniors to celebrate
the 100 days until their graduation. She started to sell tickets this past
Friday and the response has been so positive that the event was sold out
as of Monday night at 7 p.m.
• "There has been such ah overwhelmingly positive response," said
Fox. "It's been so great these past two days to hear such a great response
from'my classmates - not just the number of people who expressed
SEE "TICKETLESS" ON P.

11

Elyse Raby/the Mirror

33 years later... On Jan. 22, ten Fairfield students and two Jesuits participated in the March for Life in
Washington, D.C. The event is meant to protest the Supreme Court's legalization of abortion 33 years ago
with the Roe v. Wade ruling. Above, Fr. Terry Devino and Fairfield students participate in the march.
accompanied by Fr. Terry Devino of Campus Ministry and Fr. Mark Scalese of the Media Center.
BY KATE MCGANN
In addition to the march on Jan. 24, the students
Exactly 33 years after the Supreme Court also participated in other activities during their
officially legalized abortion in the Roe v. Wade two-night stay at Georgetown University, including
decision, a group of Fairfield students traveled to a visit to the John Paul II Cultural Center, a Vigil
Washington D.C. over the weekend of Jan. 22 to Mass at the National Basilica and the seventh annual
Cardinal O'Connor Conference on Life.
participate in the Annual March for Life.
According to a statement from the Students
The march was first held on Jan. 22, 1974, in
order to memorialize the event and petition the for Life president Talia Pettini '06, the events of
Supreme Court's decision, according to the official the conference were "very informative and powerMarch for Life Web site.
ful."
The students are part of the University's StuOther students who made the trip had great
dents for Life group and attended the march for the
second time in three years to show support for the
SEE "SECOND" ON P. 11
pro-life community. The group of 10 students was

Mirror file photo

The good old days: Members of the class of 2005 celebrate Mock
Wedding at Fairfield Beach last spring. The cancellation of the
event this year, along with the cancellation of 200 Nights, inspired
Ashlee Fox '06 to upstart a new senior tradition: 100 Nights.
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Speaker relates Hurricane Katrina to MLK at convocation
BY CAITLIN CALLAGHAN

"Just as nonviolence exposed
the ugliness of racial injustice, so
must the infection and sickness
of poverty be exposed and healed
- not only its symptoms, but its
basic causes."
These classic words from
Martin Luther King Jr. were echoed
throughout the day at The LaFarge
Convocation, held as part of a
week-long Martin Luther King Jr.
Human Relations Celebration.
The half-filled auditorium
of students, faculty, staff and
administration was silent as they
listened to Keynote Speaker Rev.
Bryan Massingale, an associate
professor at Marquette University
who focuses on African-American
religious ethics, racial justice and
Catholic social thought.
Hurricane Katrina is "a perfect
storm for analyzing the connection
between poverty, race and moral
obligation" and it revealed "silent
poverty," Massingale said in the
Jan. 26 talk at the Quick Center.
Katrina as a natural phenomenon had been unstoppable, but a
social catastrophe did not need to
follow this natural disaster, said
Massingale.
Massingale also mentioned
King's opposition to the Vietnam
War and linked this to disagreement about the Unites States'
participation in the war in Iraq to
show how much more needs to be
done in order to resolve the racial
relations in America today.
"The poor were not important
enough to plan for," Massingale
said about the Bush administration's lack of planning and the
inability of the poor to evacuate
before the storm hit.
Although King started a revolution, Massingale ended his
speech by stressing the need for
much more to be done.
"In a real sense we are not living together at all," he said.
University President Rev.

Jeffrey von Arx, S.J., described
Massingale as "one of the most
sought after speakers in the Church
today" and as the winner of the
Rev. John LaFarge, S.J., award.
LaFarge served as a spokesperson
for African-American rights and
established the Catholic Interracial Council in 1934 among other
things before his death in 1963.
Massingale said he was "humbled" by the award and spoke about
King's analysis'of poverty, race,
and moral obligation in his speech,
which was entitled "Katrina, King,
and Catholic Social Teaching: The
Beloved Community Revisited."
Jessica Cataldo '06, who
chose to attend the convocation after Massingale sat in on her "Evil"
class that morning, described the
convocation as being "very powerful."
"I enjoyed hearing other students' perspectives oh the issues
of race, class and prejudice during
the convocation," she said. "Rev.
Massingale's speech was fantastic.
Every word he said was intentional
and enlightening. I feel that of all
the people I have heard speak about
Hurricane Katrina, he delivered his
message the best."
A 30-minute question and answer session followed Massingale's
speech. Students, faculty, staff and
administration asked Massingale
about what Fairfield University and
its students can do to attack apathy
and evoke change.
"Avoid the trap of having token diversity...the goal should be
to prepare our students to face the
real world," Massingale said. "It
[achieving diversity] should not
be a matter of political correctness,
but a requirement of our [Catholic]
faith."
Assistant Vice President for
Student Services and Vice President for Student Affairs Jim Fitzpatrick felt that the convocation,
which also included speeches by
FUSA President and Martin Luther
King Jr. Human Relations Com-

James Nguyen and Mari Heenan/The Mirror

A day of reflection: (Above) Massingale accepts an award from Rev. Jeffrey von Arx. (Below)' FUSA President Jessica DiBuono '06 spoke to the convocation. '
mittee Member Jessica DiBuono
'06 and Vision Award Recipient
Ch.rystie Cruz '07, was a great
success.
"Convocations... hopefully
will enable our students to reflect
on those major inconsistencies of
our government like the New Orleans poor and push for change,"
Fitzpatrick said.

Father Paul Carrier, S.J., acknowledged the need for more
work to help the poor and work
to combat racism must be performed.
"Almost 40 years after Dr.
King confronted racism, poverty
and the pursuit of war, we are still
in the same place," Carrier said. "It
is painfully clear that the Dream is

unfulfilled and seemingly growing
dimmer."
Massingale hopes that his
words will urge students not to be
turned off by apathy and to be inspired by King's determination.
"You don't need a majority to
influence social change," he said.
"All you do need is be a passionate
minority."

University awards five at MLK vision, one faculty member
BY KHOI NGUYEN

Fairfield University awarded five extraordinary individuals who continue to live
out Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s vision on
Jan. 26. These individuals embody unique
characteristics that upheld the Jesuit ideal
of giving back and the Dr. King's vision of
diversity among all.
The faculty recipient is Dr. Winston
Tellis, the co-founder of the Center for
Microfinance Advice and Consulting in
2001 that helps developing countries. Tellis
recently returned from his Nicaragua Arrupe Volunteer trip where he led a group of
10 students with the assistance of another

leader.
Tellis has given back to the local
community by bringing his students to
Bassick High School, teaching the local
high school students and giving Fairfield
students the opportunity to give back to
the community.
The alumna recipient is Ms. Paula
Donovan '77, M.A. '88, who has a strong
commitment to AIDS awareness. In 2003,
Donovan independently organized an "International Women's AIDS Run" with the
goal of raising awareness and acknowledge the millions of women across the
continent.
Donovan told a compelling story while
she was in Africa about how the children

gathered around a whiteboard eager to
learn, while, much to their surprise, it
was actually a setup for medical results of
previous testing. Donovan reminded the
audience about the important of education
and how valuable it is for one to receive
the high quality of education that Fairfield
University provides.
The community member awards went
to Dr. John A. and Mrs. Rose Marie Barone. While we've all heard of the Barones
on a daily basis, many do not know who
they are.
Dr. Barone was a faculty member at
Fairfield for 42 years, while Mrs. Barone
made a strong commitment to Bassick and
Harding high schools in Bridgeport, where

she taught for a total of 25 years.
Mrs. Barone donated nearly $300,000
to Fairfield University for a scholarship for
multicultural students. Dr. Barone brought
the Upward Bound and other TRIO programs to Fairfield. These programs focus
on students from ages of 13-19 from local
high schools in Bridgeport.
The student recipient was Chrystie
Cruz '07, who works to promote multicultural awareness at Fairfield. Cruz belongs
to many AHANA (African-American,
Hispanic, Asian and Native American)
organizations.
Cruz is majoring in history and international studies and minoring in education and
Latin American Carribbean Studies.
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Students say subtle hate crimes exist at Fairfield
BY AMY DISANTO

In 2005, the letters "KKK" were found
written on an outside wall of Claver Hall,
and in Dolan Hall images of swastikas
were found inside the building. Though
both incidents were reported by students,
the university's crime report recorded zero
Hate Crimes for the year.
According to Fairfield University's
"Uniform Campus Crime Report," hate
crimes are defined as "crimes involving
bodily injury to any person in which the victim is intentionally selected because of the
actual or perceived race, gender, religion,
sexual orientation, ethnicity or disability
of the victim that are reported to campus
authorities or local police agencies."
In technical terms, Fairfield has experienced no hate crimes in recent history;
however, the university has encountered
what Director of Public Safety Todd Pelazza
refers to as "bias-related'incidents."
There are students on campus who do
not feel this term is equal to the act. Peter
Otoki '08 feels that these "bias-related incidents" are actually "subtle hate crimes."
He views these as hate crimes committed
by those who are "too afraid to blatantly
reveal their racist thoughts and who are
too smart to do anything that will end in
consequences."
Unlike Otoki, most students are impartial to the incidents because they are unaffected or simply unaware of them.
"Students need to take accountability
and make an atmosphere where this [bias

related incidents] are not tolerated," Pelazza
said.
Because of events such as walls being
defaced with racial slurs, members of the
Fairfield University community are concerned with the presence of hate crimes on
our campus. Pelazza clearly explained that
the misconceptions between hate crimes and
other such crimes need to be understood.
Universities across the county, including Fairfield, follow the Jeanne Clery
Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and
Campus Crime Statistics, accessible on
Fairfield's Web site. The act states that all
crimes must be reported to the public and
includes Public Safety's rights to investigative procedures.
The official names used to identify
incidents differ between municipalities,
creating different punishments for crimes
on university levels. When a student is
found guilty of a "bias-related incident"
he is punished by Larri Mazon, director of
Multicultural Relations, who runs a program
for the victim of the crime and the accused
individual.
The program requires both parties to
meet with Mazon individually and if both
agree, a later meeting is arranged with both
present. Pelazza says that after these meetings the students involved have "a positive
and better understanding of one another."
There are also instances in which not
only are Fairfield University authorities
involved in punishment, but if necessary,
Fairfield's municipalities punish those accused of such crimes on carqpus as well.
A case in May of 2003 proved the nega-

tivity Fairfield students have felt because of
actions against those of other races and the
role the university took in the situation.
At the.time, a group of Fairfield students
and their guests were walking back to campus from town and were verbally assaulted
by four passengers in a jeep who screamed
negative racial terms at the students.
James Keene '06, Christopher Merritt '06 and Kentebe Ogbolu '06, were the
student victims. As they continued to walk
to campus, the jeep drove by yet again with
screaming passengers. Once the group entered campus another jeep drove by and a
passenger yelled out similar remarks.
The first car was found by the Fairfield
Police and the second was never found and
able to be prosecuted. The drivers of the first
vehicle were Fairfield Prep students who
were tried in municipal court and charged
with a breach of peace.
"In the back of my mind I always knew
there was some sort of racism on part of
the campus but didn't think anything of it,"
Keene said of his life at Fairfield prior to
the incident.,
After that night, however, he came to

Jim Scholl/ The Mirror
the realization that "this stuff really does
exist, racism is a reality."
Keene felt the university's response to
the incident was "adequate." Both Keene
and Merritt agreed that a meeting with
Mazon and the accused would have been a
good experience, but the option was never
offered to them.
Merritt felt the prep students were
hardly given a "slap on the wrist" for a crime
that significantly affected their lives.
"I felt like it was a hate crime," he said.
"That's what it was."
After the events, Keene said he began
to feel "like everyone [on campus] felt this
way, and I started to wonder if everyone I've
met here have these, preconceived notions
that we [minorities] are inferior."
Both university officials and students
agree that action and awareness need to be
made part of the Fairfield lifestyle.
"Students should not treat racism so
lightly," Keene said.
Pelazza had similar ideas saying that
students need to be educated on the terms
of crime because "as a society, everyone
could benefit."

FUSA President reflects on accomplishments thus far
STAFF REPORT

2) I would like to implement an Academic Liaison
Committee, where members would work on issues such as
advising, registration, book buy back, internships, etc.

Editor's note: As the FUSA election commission hamz
mered out the bylaws for the 2006 election, The Mirror
took the time to sit down with FUSA President Jessica
DiBuono '06 and take the opportunity to revisit some of
the promises made during her campaign last year, and
the steps that have been taken toward a accomplishing
these goals.
Jessica DiBuono

DiBuono made three promises in her pitch to The
Mirror in the March 31, 2005 issue.
1) I would like to increase the communication between the different branches.
"We started off by doing training that included all of
FUSA, rather than each branch conducting its own training. We had never done that before. This was important
because it got all of FUSA on the same page early in the
school year.
Throughout the year, we've also been encouraging
and fostering interaction between the branches through
community builders. This included everything from office decorating parties for Christmas and Valentine's Day.
We also went to soccer and basketball games together, as
a FUSA community builder.
We also continued ideas that have worked in the past,
such as staff t-shirts and sweatshirts.
It's all in the interest of trying to make people feel
appreciated for the tons of work they do."

DiBuono is from Nonvalk, Conn

&e

race.

What three issues will you first address if
| elected FUSA president?
I) t would like 10 increase the communication and
| interaction between the different branches.
2} 1 would like to implement an Academic Liaison
I Committee, where members would work on issues such .-is
ladvtsthi;. registration, book buy back, internships, etc.
3) I would like to make FUSA more accessible to stuI dents, such as a FUSA newsletter, a FUSA Web site, and more
Iaccessible meetings and minutes available to students.
Why do volt feel you win make a good FUSA
| president?
1 think I would be a good FUSA president because 1
I have the leadership experience, experience on FUSA and the
I dedication to do the best of my ability in this position.
What special knowledge/experience have you
| had that will help you as FUSA president?
I have served on the FUSA Prognunming Branch for
I the past three years. I was on the Genera! Committee of both
I Athletics and Weekend Progranunirtg. I served as co-Director
I of Special Events and this year lam co- Director of Musk-. I
I have also been an RA. orientation leader and FYFfaciiitator
h taught me how to be a diligent and effective leader.

Mari Heenan/ Mirror photo illustration

Looking back: Less than a year ago, presidential
candidate DiBuono outlined her campaign platform in the
March 31 issue of The Mirror.

"We now have an academics committee in the Senate.
I appointed Ashlee Fox ['06] as my Secretary of Academics, and we've been taking time this year to try and define
her role. She has been working closely with the Senate
Academics Committee on a variety of projects, and she
meets regularly with the deans of all the schools - arts
and science, business, engineering, etc.
Right now, Secretary Fox is working on a lot of programs focused on alleviating senioritis. She's getting a
lot of help from employees at the Career Planning Center
to develop programs for seniors as well."
3) I would like to make FUSA more accessible to students,
such as a FUSA newsletter, a FUSA Web site, and more
accessible meetings and minutes available to students.
"I think this is where we've made the most progress
thus far this year. Our Web site has been up and running since last year. Oddly enough, the thing that has
seen the most response so far is our AIM screen name,
"FUSAInfo." We put up all upcoming events in the away
message, and people check it all the time.
We rearranged the FUSA office so that minutes from
our weekly meetings are front and center when you walk
in, and they are always available by Monday afternoon.
We now publish a newsletter called Stagtracks, which
is published to all FUSA people, club leaders and RAs.
It gives all the clubs and organizations an idea of what
everyone is doing. We're seeing a greater awareness of
what's going on within FUSA, and I feel like this is one
of my greatest accomplishments so far."
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Kostka RA fired

MIRROR

RA petitions Res Life for reinstatement

The Independent Student Newspaper of Fairfield University
Tara E. Lynch
EDITOR IN CHIEF

BY BILL MCBAIN

Nicholas Minton McCarthy '06, a resident assistant
on the third floor of Kostka, was terminated from his position with Residence Life last week after he was found to
be in violation of his Resident Assistant contract.
His resignation is the fourth of the year for the department with two townhouse managers not returning after
semester break. Last year more than a dozen employees
of the department resigned or were terminated.
Dr. Tom Pellegrino, Dean of Students and Acting
Director of Residence Life, said, "Because this is a
private employment matter, a public statement was not
issued. The Residence Life staff was duly informed of
the change."
Laura Cantrell, Associate Director of Residence Life,
seemed disappointed that this had to happen.
"Changes in staff are not taken lightly. The time
and effort invested in each staff member is a great commitment on the university's part and thus all decisions
for parties involved in staff changes must be given full
thought and process," said Cantrell.
McCarthy went around to his residents with a petition
after he was informed of his termination. This did not
seem to change the mind of Residence Life officials.
When asked about the process of RA termination
Pellegrino said: "An RA is in a contractual relationship
with the Office of Residence Life and the University. As
such, terminations are conducted in a manner consistent
with the letter and spirit of the contract. Education and
an opportunity to be heard are part of the process."
He added, "In general, procedures are fol-
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HOUSE FOR RENT
2006-2007 SCHOOL YEAR
"Green Turtle" at the Beach
Call Tom 203-426-6927
Call TODAY!
FAIRFIELD BEACH ROAD
Charming, fully-furnished
cottage available for the
upcoming school year ~ Fall
'06 to Spring '07. Ideal for 2-3
occupants. Spiral staircase
to loft. Sliders to huge deck
w/dock directly on wide canal
opposite Long Island Sound
and beach. Gas heat, woodburning stove, washer-dryer,
track lights. $1,800 monthly.
Phone to see. 227-7097
(Westport).
BEACH HOUSE FOR RENT
4 BEDROOMS
06-07 SCHOOL YEAR
203-464-1615
•
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After McCarthy's dismissal was announced, many of his
residents voiced their opinion about the firing on the door
lowed that are consistent with the terms of
the employment contract."
McCarthy chose not to comment about his firing and
the failed petition to have him reinstated.
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TRAINING.
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CORRECTIONS/CLARIFICATIONS
Due to an editing error, a headline on p. 6 incorrectly
reported FUSA's spring concert budget as $21,000.
$21,000 is FUSA Programming Board's total budget
for fall and spring concert programming.
The Mirror strives to report accurately in its stories.
However, if you are aware of any errors, please call
Editor in Chief Tara E. Lynch at 256-6529.
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Fairfield to remain frat-free
Students on the fence: Greek life or beach life?
BY STEPHANIE LAUTO

It is part.of Fairfield folklore that there
aren't any fraternities or sororities on campus
because Jesuit schools do not allow them.
While Fairfield isn't alone in its lack of
Greek life, 13 of the 28 Jesuit universities
and colleges, including Loyola New Orleans,
University of San Francisco, and Marquette
University in Milwaukee, have embraced
on-campus Greek life as a significant part
of their community.
The Fairfield University Student Handbook reads: "The University does not recognize or permit fraternities or sororities,
or any other secret or ritualized societies,
clubs or organizations."
But the handbook is silent on the reason
for the ban.
Vice President of Student Affairs Mark
Reed, a FUS A president in his undergraduate
days at Fairfield, said that fraternities and sororities are appropriate for larger institutions
"where it's easy to become a number" and
difficult to form smaller groups of friends.
These groups might conflict with
Fairfield's mission statement and identity,
which includes fostering values in students
in tandem with Jesuit ideals like leadership
and service.
The Association of Jesuit Colleges and
Universities (AJCU) is a national voluntary
organization that serves the 28 Jesuit colleges and universities in the United States. Its
mission statement says that "each institution
is separately chartered and is legally autonomous under its own board of trustees."
Therefore, each Jesuit university individually decides whether to integrate Greek
social life on campus.
The presence of Greek life on Jesuit
campuses depends on administrative decisions. Students seeking these social groups
in accord with Jesuit ideals have 13 other
Jesuit colleges to explore.
According to Paul Caster, associate

professor of accounting, Fairfield had a
chapter of the national Catholic fraternity,
Phi Kappa Theta, years ago. As a member
of the fraternity at Lehigh University, he
used to see Fairfield students attend the
Phi Kappa Theta basketball tournament
each year.
Even though the fraternity never
had housing, it was a social fraternity at
Fairfield. He said that Fairfield still has
a Phi Kappa Theta scholarship, which
is "awarded each year to a brother at a
University that still has a chapter."
Caster said that he sees occasional
donations in the Phi Kappa Theta national
magazine, The Temple, from Fairfield
University alumni. Since he arrived on
campus in 1994, he has tried to find out
what happened to the fraternity, but to Animal house: Members of Kappa Delta Rho at
no avail.
Fairfield University President Jeffrey on campus.
von Arx, S.J., said that Jesuit qualms about
Fairfield students voiced mixed opinfraternities may stem from the Masonic as- ions about having Greek life on campus.
sociations of fraternities; the Masons were The majority of students believe it would
disliked by the Catholic Church for being a be a positive addition to our school, fosProtestant organization as well as a secret tering brotherhood and sisterhood among
society. Many fraternities in the nineteenth classmates. Others feel it is not necessary
and twentieth centuries were secret societies because Fairfield is unique with its social
just like the Masons, and therefore disliked life at the beach.
by the Church.
Aamina Awan '07 believes that Greek
"It wasn't just the Jesuits; it was the life is a "great social outlet."
Catholic Church that opposed fraternities at
Similarly, Kelly Kenyon '08 said it
Catholic universities," said von Arx, adding would create "better housing options on
that there "are relatively few Catholic col- campus."
However, students like Awan also
leges that have them."
Another reason for the lack of Greek life recognize the problems that hazing and unis that most Jesuit colleges and universities derclassmen pledging can potentially cause.
were founded as institutions for commuter The number of students drinking at Fairfield
students that did not lend themselves to the is already high without the contribution of
culture of fraternities, von Arx said.
Greek life.
Von Arx said he did not have any exFUSA President Jess DiBuono '06 beperience with fraternities or sororities in the lieves Greek life could divide the Fairfield
past and has no strong opinions about them. community if instituted, create cliques
However, he thinks they could be positive between people, put students in troubling
if they contributed to the atmosphere of "in- positions or conflict with Fairfield's aim
clusion, diversity and cultural enrichment" to have a united community and personal
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Lafayette College in Easton, Penn. ,
student identity.
Geography may also play a role in the
university's decisions. The only east coast Jesuit school to incorporate Greek life is Saint
Joseph's University in Philadelphia. Other
east coast schools such as Boston College
and Georgetown stand firmly against it.
Christopher Steck, S.J., of Georgetown
University commented on Greek life in
February in the school's student newspaper,
The Hoya. He described these organizations
as "drawing their members away from high
ideals toward social baseness."
Most tend to exhibit snobbery, cliquishness, conformity and intolerance, he said,
while escaping life through "alcohol and
sexual gratification."
Steck also countered students who believe that fraternities such as Sigma Phi Epsilon reflect the Jesuit philosophy of educating
the mind and body. He said that the Jesuit
ideal cura personalis ("care for the person")
also refers to "educating each person in his or
her unique individuality." In fraternities and
sororities, however, one's unique identity is
sometimes lost among students.

Study says college students can't master simple tasks
Professors say that isn't the case at Fairfield
BY ANDREW CHAPIN

Lecture halls and routine trips to the
library are no longer enough in a handson world that demands not only personal
knowledge but also experience in the field.
But no one could have expected the results
of the Pew Charitable Trusts study on literacy among graduating students.
According to the CNN.com article,
"Study: College students lack literacy for
complex tasks," the study showed that
simple tasks such as balancing a checkbook
and understanding editorials have eluded
students who have thousands of dollars
invested in their success. It seems unfathomable that a college student is unable to
determine a tip at a restaurant, but apparently this is one of the areas they struggle
in the most.
"It is kind of disturbing that a lot of
folks are graduating with a degree and

they're not going to be able to do those
things," Stephane Baldi, the study's director at the American Institutes for Research,
a behavioral and social science research
organization, said in the article.
The trend in student incompetence
is particularly troubling in a society that
considers college a prerequisite to the real
world. Does this mean that our generation
is devoid of doctors, lawyers and other
American typical success stories?
Fairfield English professor Diane
Feigenson says no, arguing that "Fairfield
students are not 'typical' as they are among
the more literate."
"On the other hand," she added, "it is
obvious to me that students often don't take
the time or have the skills to analyze texts
which is one of the reasons we work so hard
at teaching those skills."
The study did show encouraging signs
in a contrast between the average literacy
of college students and adults who did not

attend college.
.Literacy was significantly higher
among college students, but shouldn't that
be expected? This is supposed to be the upper echelon of learning, yet you have cases
in which graduating students do not have the
faculties to understand credit card offers.
In the article, Joni Finney, vice president of the National Center for Public Policy
and Higher Education, said she holds the
government accountable for a problem that
has been neglected for too long, saying that
"this sends a message that we should be
monitoring this as a nation, and we don't
do it."
When questioned about his confidence
in Fairfield to prepare him for the world outside of the Fairfield bubble, Michael Carlin
'09 responded, "Fairfield? Absolutely! Living away from home has taught me many
real world values already. Independently, I
feel confident that I have the skills to succeed after college."

• The real world is not just a group of
predetermined characters who live in a
house furnished by MTV. As much as we
would like to think that life could be as easy
as working some Mickey Mouse job to pay
for the bar tab, that is not realistic. So where
is one to go after college?
"I think it's time to move on," said
Kevin Saville '06. "I need to venture out
into the world and discover more of the
life that exists beyond Fairfield. As far as
confidence, I believe I've learned enough
over these years to be successful."
Although the article did not focus on
Fairfield University in particular, the highlighted study does raise valuable questions
about our college education system. Not
only do they need to be addressed though
but the system itself needs to find a balance
that is conducive to both learning and living. As sad as it may sound though, a GED
just doesn't cut it anymore. But then again,
neither does a college degree.
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Von Arx not aiming to find famous commencement speaker
"Familiarity with Fairfield" more important in choosing a speaker
BY MAURA HEENAN

"Jesuit education has its own particular,
and indeed peculiar, set of standards for success which are not always measurable by the
normal expectations of outcomes assessment,
and sometimes cut across conventional ideals
of success, " Fairfield University President
Jeffrey von Arx said in his commencement
speech last year.
Could it be that those different definitions of success have consequently left us
with even different definitions of celebrity?
Instead of fighting for famous names to
print on our commencement packets, von Arx
has introduced a policy for Fairfield's commencement speakers: they must have some
type of familiarity with Fairfield University
and the Jesuit ideals.
Graduates had mixed review's about the
policy.
"I think having von Arx as the Graduation speaker was appropriate since last year
was his first year as acting president," said
Joe King '05. "Last year's senior class had
the least amount of time to get to know the
new president, and with Fr. von Arx speaking,
this provided the class of 2005 one more opportunity, to learn about the man who would
be in control of their alma mater for the
coming'years."
Andy Gargiulo '05 disagreed.

Mike's
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at the Levee
11 am - Midnight
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Cheese Omelet
Chicken Cutlet
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Chicken Souviaki
Eggplant & Cheese
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Pepperoni & Cheese
Phiily Cheese Steak
Sausage 8 Meatball
Sausage
Western
COLD GRINDERS'
Combo
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Ham & Cheese

Italian Combo

Call NOW!
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Anchovies
Bacon
Broccoli
Canadian Bacon
Chicken
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Meatball
Mushroom
Olives
Onion
Pepperoni
Peppers
Salami
Sausage
Spinach
White Pizza
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Specialties
Caizone
Turnover
Chicken Turnover
Salads
Antipasto
Chef
Greek
Toss
Sofia Salad
Sides/Others
French Fries
Mozzarella Sticks
Buffalo Wings (12)
Garlic Bread
Chicken Fingers (w/fries)

"I appreciated von Arx's attempt to not
bring in an outside speaker to make it more
'personal' for us, but it was his first year and
so I don't think he really knew anything about
our class," he said. "I wanted to see a big
name person speak at our graduation."
The previous big names that Fairfield has
enticed to speak include Billy Joel, Leonard
Bernstein and Cokie Roberts.
"Sure a big name is fun to brag about
and compare with friends, but there is also a
rationale to it; most of those names got to be
big for a reason. They were successful and
interesting and I'd like to hear their perspective, a perspective that I haven't heard," said
Elizabeth Blake '07.
Last year, Quinnipiac University invited
Chris Matthews, host of MSNBC's political
debate show "Hardball," to speak.
"It was a once-in-a-lifetime chance to
meet a great public speaker and media giant
and hear about his opportunities on life, love
and living," said Sarah Treibel, a 2005 graduate of Quinnipiac.
Von Arx concedes that while some
schools do seem to look at the different commencement speakers as part of a. popularity
contest, Fairfield is more concerned with its
own reputation than that of the speaker.
"I want to make sure, since we give
an honorary degree to this person as well,
that this person is a real role model for our
students... [the speaker should] really repre-

Large
$8.00

$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.75
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00

$5.50

SODA WATER

$5.50
$3.50
$6.00
$2 00
$600
$7.00
$2 00
S7.00

sent the ideals of our Jesuit tradition and our
school," von Arx said.
Some students still thirst for celebrity,
though.
"I think that there should be some sort
of happy medium," said Emily Greene '07.

Y~

"Maybe one of Fairfield's more notable alumni, or a Fairfield alum that has made a difference that is easily recognizable. It doesn't
necessarily even have to be a Fairfield grad,
but maybe a famous person who somehow
represents the Jesuit ideals."

Semester Break
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Famous speakers may be "movin1 out": Billy Joel, a past Fairfield commencement
speaker, isn't necessarily the kind of person vonArx is looking for.
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Center for Academic Excellence ups technology on campus
BY MARY THERESE CHURCH

After teaching at Fairfield University
for more than 30 years, Kurt Schlichting,
professor of sociology and anthropology,
was looking for new ways to update.his
teaching. Fairfield's Center for Academic
Excellence (CAE) came to the rescue.
The Center "can help teach old teachers
new tricks," Schlichting said. He said that
having the CAE is good for faculty who are
very concerned about good teaching.
The CAE is responsible for helping
many professors become more aware of
the use of technology in the classroom and
for finding new ways to help their students
learn.
According to Larry Miners, a professor
of economics and the director for the CAE,
the center is designed to centralize the efforts of and act as a resource for faculty
who would like to update their teaching
methods. It may be invisible to many
Fairfield students, but it has aided dozens
of professors at the school.
The CAE holds many workshops
throughout the school year and summer. It
hosts key speakers and draws in professors
both locally and nationally. The Center has
already started to progress from an average
of 12 participants in workshops in the 20032004 school year to 50 or more participants
in 2004-2005.
Students in dozens of classes have
already played a huge part in the progress
of the center. Professors can now ask the

center to do a mid-semester assessment
of their courses. Half way through the
semester, students in the class are asked
to anonymously survey the professors'
teaching methods and to comment on what
wqrks and what does not work in the class.
The comments are then typed and there is
a debriefing with the professor about the
students' reactions.
Qin Zhang, associate professor of communication, chose to have a mid-semester
assessment done because she wanted student feedback.
"I think it is important for us professors to know how our students react to our
teaching and adapt our teaching based on
their feedback to generate optimal learning
outcomes," Zhang said.
With this tool, the faculty can change
methods that are, not working and help to
get a better understanding of the students'
needs.
Roben Torosyan, assistant director of
the CAE, said that they have had a great
response to the mid-semester assessment.
Last spring only 25 professors asked for
the assessment. Forty-one responded this
past fall.
However, with all of the progress the
Center has made, it is still widely unknown
among students. Interviews with nine
students found that eight had never heard
of the CAE.
Caitlin Moroney '08 completed a midsemester assessment of a professor in her
communication class.

Career Fair Prep Workshops:
Tues. Jan. 31 4:00-5.[Up m BCC2TJD
Thurs. Feb. 2 3:01-4:111pm BCC20D
Man. Fefa.fi 2:3D-3:3Dpm BCCZD
Tues. Fefa. 7 3:[E-4:[Epm BCC 2DD

Employer participants as of
1/27/06:
Abercrombie & Filch
American Cancer Society
Archives One
Bankers Life and Casually Company
Barnum Financial Group/Met Life
Blockbuster
Bridgeport Public Schools
Cendant Mobility
Commerce Bank
Cox Radio
CVS/Pharmacy
Data Viz, Inc.
Deloitte & Touche
Enterprise Rent-A- Car
Ernst & Young LLP
ESF Summer Camps
Fact Set Research Systems, lite.
First Investors Corp.
General Electric Company
Hackensack University Medical Center
Hartford Hospital
Hewitt Associates
ICON International, Inc.

Jeff Billingham/ The Mirror

At the CAE: Faculty watching a documentary about college students and their study
"For the upcoming years, the teachers
will be able to accommodate to the needs of
the students," she said. "It will help students
better understand the info[rmation]."
Moroney also said that she thinks this
is something that all teachers should use
and take advantage of.
Schlichting, who attended Fairfield as
an undergraduate, said that the mid-semester assessments have helped him become
more aware of what his current students
want in the class. He has even adjusted assignments and added more discussion timeon class material because of the comments
received in his mid-semester assessment.
"I wouldn't have learned that unless I
had taken part," Schlichting said.
• Along with the mid-semester assess-

ments, the Center also offers research
and books for professors, counseling and
mentor programs with professors, and allows grants for professors to take time to
redesign a course.
The CAE was started in 2003 after the
university received a $200,000 grant. In
2004 the Center received a $100,000 grant
to help further the program and to keep the
progress growing. Along with Miners and
Torosyan, the Center also has three student
workers and just received permission to
have a part-time administrator on board.
The Center is located in DiMenna-Nyselius Library and has received great support from its staff, according to Miners.
"I think the Center has done a great job
in supporting faculty," Zhang said.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9 TH
LESLIE C. QUICK, JR.
RECREATIONAL COMPLEX
12:00*4:00PM
Images & Details
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Memorial Sloan Ketiering Cancer Center
Merrill Lynch & Co.
Modem Media
New York-Presbyterian Hospital
North Rockland Central School District
North Shore LU Health System
Northwestern Mutual (Boston)
Northwestern Mutual Financial Network
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Pepperidge Farm
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Prudential Financial
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St. Paul Travelers
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Protection
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Target Stores
TeleRep
TFS Energy
The Gedney Modeling Agency
The Hartford Financial Services Group
The Meadows Financial Group
The New England Center for Children
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Waddell & Reed Inc.
Walgreen Company
Walsh Public Relations
Waterbury Hospital
West Haven Police Department
Winthrop University Hospital
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Organizational Meeting
Please join the Editors and Staff of
The Fairfield Mirror

for an organizational meeting
Thursday, February 2,2006
in the Lower Level of the
BCC Room 104
from 6:00 - 7:00 PM.
Food and beverages will be served.
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Living in the townhouses and being paid $2,000 to do it
BY JESSICA MITCHELL

Looking to bypass the townhouse and
apartment housing lottery? Need a high
paying on-campus job? Enjoy leadership
roles and organizing fun activities for your
peers? If you answered yes to these questions and are a rising junior or senior, you
should apply for a position as a Townhouse/
Apartment Manager.
The Office of Residence Life's description of a Townhouse and Apartment Manager is "a full-time undergraduate student
who serves as an integral member of the
Office of Residence Life team in managing
the day-to-day operations of the University's
townhouses and apartments."
A GPA of 2.3 or higher and a status of
good standing are required for applicants,
according to Associate Director of ResLife
Laura Cantrell.
"Managers keep the peace, do health
and safety inspections and have administrative duties. If they see policy violations, something where someone can die
or be hurt, they have to document it," said
Cantrell.
This year, the selection process will
take place before the housing lottery, notifying students before spring break.
Cantrell said she does not want to worry
about "cutting [her] applicant pool" because
"really qualified people were excluded from
selection because they didn't get a town-

house or apartment in the lottery."
Townhouse managers are paid $2,000
and have a slightly different job than RAs
do. They are only on duty two nights a
month and can live with their friends in a
townhouse or apartment, said Cantrell.
"They do rounds less, don't document
as much, and don't plan as many events; the
students aren't as needy," she added.
Townhouse and Apartment Manager
Kelly Anne Martin '06 said the "basic function is to assist our residents, helping them to
move from the residence halls to living in a
semi-independent way and with issues that
have to do with living in your own house or
apartment...we don't have floor programs
or floor meetings."
The apartments and townhouses are
both great living options for juniors and
seniors. However, there are differences
between the two living areas, said Martin.
"The townhouses are generally noisier,
because each individual townhouse can
register a. party, whereas you can only
register a party in the apartment lounge.
That doesn't mean that nothing ever happens down in the apartments though," said
Martin.
Students who have dealt with the managers say they have been helpful.
"For the most part they have been
pretty nice and reasonable," said Artie
Roberts '07 who lives in the 15 block.
Unlike RAs; managers deal with

Mirror File Photo

On the town: Life is sweet for townhouse and apartment managers.
upperclassmen who more familiar with
college life.
"We haven't really needed our block
manager, but when we have he's been really
good," said Zack Morrison '07.
Managers serve as a resource for students. Their job is to maintain the safety of
townhouse and apartment residents.
"They seem pretty relaxed when they
stop by parties. They'll come by a few times
before they call security or take action,"
said townhouse resident Tom Corbett '07.-

Manager Mike Wood '07 lives a regular student lifestyle and enjoys his job as
manager, which he says "bridges the gap
between the administration and students."
"When a house is too loud, I don't see
any reason to go in. I just ask the person at
the door to turn down the music, and they
do," Wood said.
"I'm not out to get people, I'm not going to enter someone's home or look around
for underage kids," he said. "I trust that
students are doing the right thing."

Life is Calling.
How far will you go?
Peace Corps will be on campus February 9th.
Come learn more and meet Peace Corps
recruiter and former volunteer, Andrew Burtless.
Peace Corps on Campus
Thursday, February 9th
Career Fair - Leslie Quick Recreation Center
12 pm - 4 pm
General Information Meeting
Barone Campus Center - Room 200
5 pm - 6 pm
Peace Corps volunteers work in 77 countries
around the world. To date, 126 Fairfield University
graduates have served in the Peace Corps.
www.peacecorps.gov

Many people rely on The Mirror
as a secondary source of relief.

Write for us...
...and be Fairfield's print
version of Ex-Lax.

Send us your stories:
By E-mail...
themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu

,..by mail...
Mailroom Box M

The future of toilet reading
material is in your hands.
(Pardon the pun.)

...or by hand!
Campus Center Room 104
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LIGHT
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NATURAL LIGHT/
NATURAL ICE
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BUKOFF 1.75 1
.
ViKINGFORD 1.75 L
SMIRNOFF FLAVORED VODKA - ALL TYPES

$10.99
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CAPTAIN MORGAN'S RUM. 1.75 L
JACK DANIEL'S 1.75 1
SOUTHERN COMFORT 750 ML

.. $24.99
. S35.99
. $16.99
.. $16.99

JAGERME1STER 750 ML

Of)
ANTERA PINOTGRIGIO 1.5 I
ARANCIO NERO D'AVOLA 1.5 L
FRANZIA 5.0 L BOX - ALL VARIETIES
BERINGER WHITE ZINFANDEL 1.5 1
*noi responsible for typographical errors
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S9.99
$9.99
$9.99-$13.99
$9.99

KEGS
NATURAL LIGHT
$50 **
MILWAUKEE'S BEST
S45**

CALL 203.259.7795 AND
RESERVE KEGS FOR YOUR
NEXT PARTY.

WHATEVER YOU NEED.
IF WE DON'T HAVE IT WE
CAN GET IT!

LOCATED LESS THAN
• ONE MILE EROM
CAMPUS, NEXT TO
DUNKIN DON UTS
ON THE POST ROAD.

10 FEBRUARY 2,2006

NEWS

MIRROR

V.P. Reed: permanence of injunction will not change beach life
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

Lantern Point consented to the injunction.
Many current students do not know
what the event entailed.
&& ,,s
"I really don't know what Clam Jam
is," said Kristen Ryan '09. "But it sounds
like a lot of fun. It's a shame the students
don't have the opportunity to experience
the FU tradition that alumni have been a
part of for so long."
Fairfield graduate Derrick Whritenour
'03, who attended Clam Jam as a freshman, said the event brought all classes
together.
"Everyone just got sh*tfaced and had
a good time," he said. "There weren't any
worries about getting in trouble. There
were bands playing at the Point, hundreds
of kegs and thousands of people. People
were ripping beer bongs off the second
floor decks of houses."
Mirror Editor-in-Chief emeritus Sean
Hayes '03 said the Point was filled with
people eager to party.
"As someone who saw the last 'full'
Clam Jam, I can definitely say it was remarkable simply because of its size," he
said.
The now-permanent injunction also
requires security guards to be on watch
during days that students usually socialize.
A representative must be on call at all times

to take year-round residents' complaints,
all students living at Lantern Point must
present identification cards to be admitted
into the grounds and bands may only play
five times during the year, until 10 p.m. on
Fridays or Saturdays.
Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences Timothy Snyder said the injunction
has pros and cons, but what startles him
most is the discriminatory treatment of students. The restrictions placed on gatherings
of more than 250 people do not apply if less
than 50 percent of the tenants at Lantern
Point are not students.
"Students are full-fledged members of
the community, contributing to its richness
and intellectual and creative culture, not to
mention their vibrant contributions to the
local economy, from which all residents
benefit," Snyder said.
First Selectman Kenneth Flatto said he
"totally supports" the injunction.
"There wouldn't be a way to enforce
crowd behavior without these sanctions,"
he said. "The beach is public property and
unfortunately bon fires and poor behavior
have resulted in proposals for fencing and
other things."
■ Flatto also said that he believes the
police should have access to the Point
whenever possible "wrongdoing" is suspected.
"When a few houses... abuse and ruin
the quality of life for neighboring families,

all rental houses bear the brunt of the crack
downs that follow," he said.
Vice President of Student Services
Mark Reed said he does not think the
permanence of the injunction will change
beach life..
"From my perspective, students seem
to still be having plenty of fun," Reed said.
"Laws are laws and common decency is
common decency. At times, the lifestyle
of some college student conflict in these
regards."
But Hayes said it was the temporary
injunction that changed beach life, back
in 2001.
"It was tough to have a large gathering
on the beach without the police breaking
it up," he said.
Whritenour said freshmen and sophomores stopped visiting the beach and
seniors started going to the Sea Grape
every night.
"When Clam Jam still existed, Fairfield
was one of the biggest party schools on the
east coast," he said. "College kids from all
over the east coast would come to visit."
Hayes acknowledged the university's
effort to provide students with an alternative to Clam Jam. Spam Jam, which takes
place every spring, is a university-sponsored event on the townhouse quad that
only junior and seniors can attend. All those
who drink must be 21 years old.
But Hayes also said the university

event will never gain the popularity Clam
Jam once had.
"Comparing Spam Jam to Clam Jam is
like comparing Fairfield to the Ivy League,"
he said. "In either case, Fairfield students
wjpld. overwhelmingly prefer to attend
thi-l&ter."
Don Partyka '03 said that during the
four years he spent at Fairfield, he watched
the school "tighten things up."
"Fairfield doesn't even have a football
or hockey team anymore," he said. "There
are a great deal less of the 'work hard, party
hard' types I recall in my class. The student
body just can't, because either the school or
the town has made it too difficult."
Many current seniors say they aren't
necessarily upset about the loss of huge
parties, but they feel like they are slowly
losing their traditions.
"The fact that Clam Jam is now certainly never coming back just adds to-the
void of socially distinguishing and celebrating our senior class," said Will Yost '06.
Partyka said that even if he cut out
his memories from all beach traditions, he
would still have "plenty left over."
"Amazing friends by far makes up the
vast majority of college social life, not the
three or four traditional events that have
been dropped," he said.
Zoel Z. Green, attorney for the yearround beach residents, was unable to be
reached for comment.
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Second trip to Washington in
three years for Students for Life
1

Mike Scorba '09 felt the same way.
"I saw so many people and so many
expectations for the weekend.
of them were young," he said. "It gave
"I was looking forward to seeing4* me hope to see so many young people
thousands of passionately pro-life people.' that are pro-life in a world that seems to
Sometimes it is easy to feel like the mi- be disregarding life as precious."
nority when it comes to life issues, but
With new thorough and extensive
this march, as I expected, proved that knowledge about the history of abortion
pro-lifers are far more common and much in America, the students agreed that they
closer to the majority than I realized," were stunned by the facts.
said Kim Dumas '09.
Dumas, Scorba and Colleen Gibson
'09 all said that they were most startled
to learn that more than 46 million abortions have been performed since the Roe
v. Wade decision passed in 1973.
Though statistics like this one were
disheartening for the students, the overall
feeling of the protesters was a positive
one. In an article from the Washington
Post, anti-abortion protestors "described
what they see as a societal tide turning
against the 33-year-old Roe v. Wade court
decision that legalized the procedure."
Reflecting on the trip, the Students
for Life hope to raise awareness and present facts about abortion.
"I hope to convey how absolutely
important it is to support life in every
aspect," said Randell Bozzello '08. "On
a Jesuit campus we have an ideal of men
and women for others, even if those others are unborn."
CONTINUED FROM P.
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Ticketless students upset with lack of publicity
1

"Since Fairfield is not representing 100
Nights with their name, Ashlee hasn't been alinterest for tickets, but by many thanks that lowed to advertise through Stagweb accounts
I received."
or through school mailboxes," said FUSA's
The 100 Nights event is set to take place Executive Director of Programming Caitlin
on Feb. 11 at an undisclosed location. Fox says Conway '06. "Within her restrictions, I think
she decided to keep the venue a secret because she's done pretty well."
she "thinks it makes it a little more exciting
Most of Fox's methods of promotion
and also will eliminate drunk
have been having her close
driving to the event."
friends hand out forms to
Tickets for the event
other seniors or having
cost $55.
people access them through
So far, everyone who
her AIM profile.
has responded to the event
"Advertising and proseems excited for the senior
motion was mostly done
tradition to continue even if
through word of mouth,"
it is not being sponsored by
Fox said.
the university.
While most students
"I'm pumped for 100
have been more than ecNights," said senior Chris
static of Fox's decision to
Gradel. "It's going to be
take over the responsibility
great."
of a Fairfield senior tradi"I'm just glad that there's
tion, some students have
an alternative to celebrate our
been upset with her lack of
senior year," said Kimberly
widespread advertising and
Mirror file photo
Czarnecki '06. "I was so uppromotion.
set when 200 Nights was Ashlee Fox '06
"I'm just kind of cluecancelled."
less about the whole thing
Since Fox has had to prepare and plan for and I wish she had done more to get the word
this event completely without the help of the out earlier," said Jackie Acampora '06.
administration, she has also had to advertise
Senior Jocelyn Collen agreed.
on her own. In addition, since the university is
"I had no idea what 100 Nights even
not claiming responsibility for the senior class was," she said. "I think she did horrible adevent, she is not allowed to use their tools of vertising." .
communication.
CONTINUED FROM P.

HOLLYWOOD TANS
Look Great in a Hollywood Tan!

Club Sandwiches

Sandwiches

Served with French Fries * Cote Stew

FREE
DELIVERY

»1 TURKEY
-.7,55
...7.9S
t2 GRILLED CHICKEN...
-..746
a BOAST BEEF
-.746
M TUNA,
„__„.._
«S BACON. LETTUCE. TOMATO ..745
WCHICKEN SALAD.....
.7.89
«7 HAMBURGER
.7.55
745
«8 CHEESEBURGER745
US HAM & CHEESE

Special Sandwiches
Served with French Fries _ Cole Stow
PATTI MELT
„
445
TUNA MELT
—.845
FISH SANDWICH o» Hard 8»
6.95
GRILLED CHICKEN
»
7.45
PWLLY CHEESE STEAK
7.25
BREADED CWCKEN CUTLET
7.25
TURKEY MELT—
4.95
PASTRAMI REUBEN
4.95

ORIUED CHfCKEN

.

„Affi

TUNA MELT

JS.7S

PASTRAMI..
™A45
TURKEY SANDWICH...
ROAST BEEF SANDWICH
4*5
HAM CHEESE
S__
GR1LLEO CHEESE
245
whh Tomato
.3.75
with Bacon Of Ham
.3.75
BACON AND EGO
125
Ertras:
Uttucv - Tom.lO .SOt • HM /W JS
Ptts.?$e .Mushrooms U10

m Unlimited
Tanning
•T*

Grinders
MEATBALL.
i
SAUSAGE
EGGPLANT
CHICKEN GRINDER...
VEAL GRINDER
FRESH VEAL CUTLET
TURKEY
ROAST BEEF
ITALIAN COMBO..
HAM A CHEESE..
PEPPER A EGGS...
SALAMI CHEESE-.
TUNA

Burgers

LIMIT AREA 3
MILES

HAMBURGER _____
.2.75
HAMBURGER DELUXE
5.75
CHEESEBURGER2.95
CHEESEBURGER DELUXE 4.95
VEGGIE BURGER.....
9.25
VEGGIE BURGER OELUXE —6.2S
TURKEY BURGER
-3,25
TURKEY BURGER DELUXE.—6.2S
i Detwto served with Lettuce,
Tomato, French Fries 5 Coie SAiw

...4.45
—5.45
8.25
4.7S
5.96

11.5.75
5.25
5.45

Side Orders

$10 MINIMUM

FRENCH FRIES..
MEATBALLS <2| or SAUSAGE (21.
IFETA CHEESE 2.25

Pizzas

(203)
256-0688
59 Sanford St
Fairfield, CT

..S,«S_7.M- .9.45
..«J» ._L2S..._'11.20
...6.80.-8.25., ,1120
_.«,90.-~L_5.. .11.20
_..6.60._8.25., .11.20
....6.60. ...8,25. .11.20
...8.60. -.8,25. .11.20
.,..6.60...,8.25, .11.20
-..8.60.. ,,8.25. .11.20
.-.6.-0 ....8,25. .11.80
-.6.60 ...8.25-, .11.20
_.AeO.._6,2S. .11,20
....&60..-B.2S. .11.20
.11.20
..8.60._8.2S. .11.20
SAUSAGE..
-.8.60 ...8.25 _. .11.20
SPINACH.
7.45._9.45. .13.25
COMBO OF TWO-Except Chicken, Chums or Fish
COM80 OF THREE. .____7.9S._9.9S.
Except Chicken, CtsjmsorFrstt

MOZZAREIXAANCHOVIES
BACON
BBOCCOU
-OGPIANT
FRESH GARUC
FRESH TOMATOES.
MEATBALLS
MUSHFWOMS
OUVES
ONION.
PEPP6RONI.

BUY 5 SAME SIZE GET ONE SAME
SIZE FREE ONE TIME PURCAHSE

HOLLYWOOD TANS OF FAIRFIELD
2173 Black Rock Turnpike
(Next to Starbucks)

-airne'd CT
203-336-TANS (8267)

HOLLYWOOD TANS OF NORW/
440 Westport Ave.
(.07 miles East of Stews)

Norwalk, CT

203-847-7755
HOLLYWOOD TANS OF STRATFORD
1345 Barnum Ave.
(Across from KFC)

Stratford, CT

203-385-8555
$19.99 applies to HT42 Booth. See Salon for Details.

IMRPOVE YOUR GRADES

JOIN

> Totally flexible memberships with no long term
commitment required for students
>• Ail group exercise programs included - Spinning5
Yoga. Pilates and new Bosu classes
>■ Squash leagues and private lessons for men,
women and juniors

Couthport
226 Old Post Road, Southport,CT
CALL 203-259-0882
www.southportracquetclub.com
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See editorial: "Park your dignity anywhere you like"

Commemorating a legacy
The editorial board would like to take this opportunity
to pay respect to Coretta Scott King, widow of slain civil
rights leader, Martin Luther King Jr., who passed away
in her sleep on Monday, Jan. 30. Fittingly, King's last
public appearance was on Jan. 16,2006, the day honoring
her late husband and the strides he made toward racial
equality.
It is our hope that Fairfield's administration takes its
cue from Mrs. King's example on this somber occasion,
and works hard to make the sacrifices necessary to reinforce the enormous steps taken during the civil rights
movement in the United States. Last week's convocation
was filled with lofty speeches and kind words, but action
is necessary. Without it, as Dr. King would say, "All
progress is precarious."
The editorial represents the opinion of the majority of The Mirror editorial
board. What is your opinion? Write to us: themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu

THE FAIRFIELD MIRROR
The Mirror welcomes the opinions
and contributions of its readers:
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
e-mailed to themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu
or submitted through our website: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
Once received, all letters become property of The Mirror.
There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content,
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
Please keep letters to under 350 words.
Include a daytime phone number at which the author can be reached.

The Mirror is in room" 104 of Barone Campus Center

by Dan Otfinoski '06

Gee whiz, fellow senator:
Wouldn't it be convenient if we could

park anywhere on campus?
Excellent point
Senator

Park your dignity anywhere you like
Shame on FUSA senators for allowing two of their
own to be the first to reap the benefits of the all-access
on-campus parking passes. At last Sunday night's FUSA
Senate meeting, senators held the first raffle drawing
for the all-access passes, the proceeds of which benefit
Special Olympics. Surprisingly, the first two winners
were both senators -Janet Reinhardt '07, a member of
the Senate's Student Life Committee that developed the
fundraiser, and Ashley Toombs '07.
Whether they were chosen by mere chance or not is
irrelevant— senators, and all members of FUSA for that
matter, should be obligated to exclude themselves from
such contests. Senators' reaping the benefits of their own
programs not only discourages further student involvement, but, frankly, looks contrived.
If their names were chosen because a majority of those
whom entered the raffle were FUSA members, is that not
an indication that the fundraiser should have been put off
and advertised more effectively? We applaud the senators
and their kind gesture of donating money towards Special
Olympics; however, their raffle win has muddled what
should have been a beneficial and benevolent program.

www.fairfieldmirror.com

I have an idea...

A salute to roommates
KELLY'S KORNER
KELLY SHEEHAN

I was cleaning out my Stagweb account the other
day (wow, I just immediately lost any friends who I
may have acquired over my past three and a half years
at Fairfield) and I came across an e-mail from my roommate and best bud, Beth Casciano '06.
It dated back to the summer before our sophomore
year. It was a list of "new year" resolutions that we were
determined to keep. We had decided that as college students, the New Year obviously started in September.
As embarrassing as this is, I am going to share our
resolutions with you. And in no particular order:
1. For Beth, do "The Firm" on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. (They were exercise tapes.)
2. For Kelly, be brganized, on time and stop
losing everything.
3. Have dinner together on Wednesday, go food
shopping for fruit and eat breakfast.
4. For Beth, Monday through Thursday, get
showered and dressed (What about the weekends? I'm
hoping we made a typo!)
'5. Make funny signs to hang in our window for
"passersby-ers."
6. For Kelly, no "chicken running."
7. Beth doesn't have to make her bed. Kelly
does.
8. Do not overheat room, even if we're really,
really cold.
9. Make daily "to do" lists
If you're questioning some of these resolutions'
meanings, don't worry. I am too. I can't remember
what "chicken running" is, but I'm pretty glad I kept
that resolution and don't do it anymore. It doesn't
sound fun.
Most of these resolutions we only kept for a short
time. I never quite mastered being organized and on
time. It still takes me ten to 15 minutes to find my keys
and cell phone. I think I'll always be like that.
Beth may not be as into "The Firm" as she used
to, but she kept with it for more than a year. And let me
tell you, watching Beth dance around to videotapes of
overly peppy instructors is something I miss.
Our best window sign was undoubtedly when the

Yankees won the World Series. It read, "Congratulations
Yanks! Sorry about your Sox!" with a pair of socks
attached. But the window signs were left behind when
we left the residence halls.
But there are some resolutions that we kept. We
vacuum and clean. We occasionally go food shopping
and usually eat breakfast. Beth still doesn't make her
bed, but she definitely showers.
Beth, I'm sorry for embarrassing you. But actually,
let's be serious. When was the last time you were embarrassed about something? Hey Fairfield: every Friday,
Beth dances around our house to The Cure's "Friday
I'm in Love" and "Friday Night" by the Darkness. And
I'm talking dances.
Beth, the purpose of this column is not solely to
poke fun at you, but also to thank you for something.
Over our four years of college, we posted "to do" and
resolution lists around our room constantly. It made us
feel like we were getting things done. Sometimes, we
wrote down things we had already done and then crossed
them out, just to make ourselves feel better.
But all the while, through late Tuesday nights to
stressful finals, we had one another. Thank you for the
wonderful roommate and best friend you have been to
me for our four years at college. I surely would have
gone crazy without you.
Who else would play the air-guitar as I lip-synced
to rock songs into a pink brush as a break during finals?
Who else would be equally as interested in determining
whether a human body could fit under a university bed
that has a trunk under it? (It's possible - it's just very
hard to get out.)
Who else would sit next to me as I chopped off my
long hair for the first time? Who else would deliver me
hot chocolate on late Tuesday nights at The Mirror?
Who else would talk to me about nonsensical topics as
I dosed off to sleep each night? Who else would travel
an hour just to bring me to a movie and cheer me up?
Over the past few months, I've realized I'm going
to miss a lot of things about this place when we graduate. But I'm pretty sure I'll miss you the most. I can't
imagine not being able to call you and say, "Come
home! I miss you." But I also know that you'll always
be only a phone call away.
No. matter where we both end up, you can always
call me. and tell me your "to do" list. I think our tenth
resolution should be to always remain best friends.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Everyone's a critic: readers upset by review of Theatre Fairfield's "Beirut"
To the Editor:
As a Fairfield student and a theatre
major, I was exceptionally frustrated and
insulted by the Fairfield Mirror's review
of "Beirut."
In his article, the reporter , Khoi
Nguyen completely ignored the fact that
this independent project was entirely student
produced, performed, and alumni directed.
Fairfield theatre students designed the set,
lights, and sound - all of which were ignored
in the review. The costumes were erroneously mentioned for their "cliche" choices,
while in reality the reporter made factual
errors that nullify that claim-1
Instead of accepting the world playwright Alan Bowne presented and the actors
portrayed, the reporter cowardly insulted the
work by calling it "cheap, soft-core, lowbudget porn," instead of looking beyond the
physical aspects of the show.
This proves that the reporter completely
missed the entire message of "Beirut" and is
too immature to even commend his fellow
peers for exposing their own vulnerabilities
to be strong actors.
It is an insult to every student on this
campus when the reporter chose to caption
a photo "Maybe Fairfield students would've

preferred beer and ping pong balls instead,"
because he insinuates that everyone in the
student body approached the show with the
same lack of integrity.
It makes me ashamed the Fairfield Mirror condones a narrow minded journalist approach and did not support their classmates
in a controversial performance that was
beautifully finished.
Sincerely,
Katie Carroll '09

Katie McCarthy/The Mirror

Mezzocchi ana"Satos in "Beiruj; **

To the Editor:
After reading the review of Theatre Fairfield's "Beirut,"
I could not help but write a response. As an alumni of the
university and the theatre department, I saw "Beirut" last
weekend and thought the review was uncalled for and in many
instances, wrong.
This production was an extremely risky and challenging
piece of theatre that the students chose to do for their project,
and they should be commended because it was executed brilliantly. Instead, Khoi Nguyen began with the immature comment about the fact that there was nudity in the play and that
the main question was, "Will these characters have sex?"
He seemed to not get past this nudity or sex for the rest
of the article or for that matter the rest of the play.
If Nguyen had read the producer's and director's notes
published in the program, or if he had simply looked beyond
the actors' in their underwear, he would have seen how nec-

To the Editor:
As we read Khoi Nguyen's review of
the student independent project "Beirut,"
(Theatre Fairfield presents flawed "Beirut,"'
January 26,2006 we grew increasingly frustrated with the rather shallow point of view
from which the review was written.
Nguyen uses the word "flaw" three
times in his review, including in the headline. Has Nguyen another, better viewing
of the play in his mind that makes this one
so badly done in comparison? Or, is he just
trying to point out all of the elements that he
either didn't agree with or found uncomfortable in the concept of the play itself, since he
writes "the flaws continued with the plot"?
The flaw that we find with this review
was the narrow-mindedness of the author
while watching the play.
This play isn't intended to reflect
reality, it was set in a futuristic world that
doesn't actually exist—it was heightened
to make a point.
No one reads "Animal Farm" and finds
it flawed because in reality, pigs and cows
don't really talk. We find it hard to understand how, after realizing the grave nature
of the characters' situations — one filled
with disease, loneliness, anxiety, and pas-

essary the exposure of their bodies was to the connection
between them and the struggle they were enduring.
The story did involve lust and sex but also soul, human
connection and love. To begin the review with such immature
comments was truly insulting.
Furthermore, to end the review with calling the play
"cliche" and likening it to "cheap, soft core, low budget pom,"
seems as if the reviewer did not even attend the play because
he could not be farther from the truth.
What should have been commented on were the beautiful
and remarkable performances by the actors, Jared Mezzocchi,
Lauren Satos, and Jonathan Perez. They were so present in
their work that you forgot you were in a theatre and thought
you were in their bedroom with them.
Also, nothing was mentioned about the unique environmental set-up of the entire building.
Upon entering through the side door, because the front
door was "quarantined" as if you were entering Beirut, you had

sion—Nguyen can write that the character's
"dramatization" was overdone, making it
similar to a bad soap opera.
Nguyen also never describes the acting,
direction, set and overall performance of the
play (all of which were done by students)
with the exception of the first sentence that
so maturely describes that the actors were
in their underwear.
Perhaps, however, the worst is how
flatly insulting Nguyen is to his classmates
by calling the production "cheap" and with
"soft-core, low-budget porn quality."
We understand that, of course, reviews
will contain writers' personal preferences
and opinions no matter what the readers
believe, but to attack a student project that,
having properly taken the play into context,
depicts nearly hopeless characters who only
find a shadow of hope in each other, and
parallel it to pornography clearly illustrates
how Nguyen completely missed the point
of this play.
Sincerely,
Lorraine DelliCarpini '04
Danny Williams '04
Tim Eberle '05

to go through a security checkpoint, where the guard, played
by Perez, was already on duty. Then upon entering the theatre
proper, it went unnoticed by some but you were already in one
of the character's bedroom. Mezzocchi, who* played Torch,
was already asleep in his bed on stage and remained there for
30 minutes until the play officially began.
I could write so much more about this piece of theatre,
including the fact that it was completely done by students,
from producer to actor to technical director to crew, but this
letter is already quite long. I just had to respond and say that
I hope in the future, the important and thrilling aspects of the
piece are discussed, and that the reviewer has the maturity
to handle the challenges that a play like "Beirut" presents
to him, because in this case, Nguyen completely missed the
point. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Kristy Farrell '04

"Athletic success directly affects the school's reputation"
To the Editor:
As season ticket holders for Fairfield basketball, and
loyal supporters of Fairfield University and all Stag sports,
we were appalled by the actions following half-time of
the men's basketball game against Manhattan on Friday
night.
After a large number of student athletes were recognized for their academic achievements, many of these same
students left the arena immediately and failed to return to
support the team.
We believe that the lack of support for their fellow
athletes is disheartening and is another example of student
apathy on campus. Are the actions of the Fairfield University students a reflection of the institution we choose
to be?
We believe that athletics, academics and student

life are important contributors to the academic success of
an institution. Therefore, students must unite to form the
"Red Sea."
The effort by the Stags in the Stands to draw students
to athletic events is a step in the right direction. However,
the Fairfield administration must also grasp this concept
and learn from history that athletic success directly affects
the school's reputation, student pride and at the same time
helps to reconnect with alumni.
To all the students that left... everyone noticed.
To all the students that stayed... thank you.
Sincerely,
Thomas Catino '08
Anthony Catino '04

Katie McCarthy /The Mirror

Stag fans prep for Friday's game against Manhattan.

QEN
Editor: Nick Caruso
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Avenged Sevenfold turns Hartford
into a "City of Evil"
BY BRIAN LYNCH

Over the past six years, the Orange County metal-core outfit known as Avenged
Sevenfold have been touring like they've had hellhounds on their trail - spreading their
dark gospel wherever they went with furious live shows and an ardent fan base.
In the past year, however, they've been criticized for "selling out," trading away
the fury and magnificence of their earlier albums, "Waking the Fallen and Sounding the
Seventh Trumpet," for slicker production values, a more accessible classic metal sound,
gratuitously dubbed-and-overdubbed guitar tracks, and, as vocalist M. Shadows put it,
"an actual string orchestra," on their new album, "Cities of Evil."
Regardless, Avenged Sevenfold fans congregated en masse on Monday at the Webster Theater in Hartford for a sold-out concert that would carry them through the bleak
winter months, and keep the warmth in their tattooed hearts while they waited for the
next album. And they were in no way disappointed, even by the supporting acts.
The shocker of the night was an opener, Bullets and Octane; their powerful mix of
old-school -guitar virtuosity, sick drumming and Motley Crue-ian attitude won over a
crowd expecting more screaming than singing.
Vocalist Gene Louis seemed to have stolen the key ingredients to creating the perfect
rock front man - Billy Idol's -voice, Mick Jagger's swagger, Axl Rose's charisma, James
Hetfield's knack for screwing with the crowd, and pretty much every tattoo on Tommy
Lee's body - and combined them effortlessly to become his own unique personality. He
went so far as to plan out a tech coming onstage to disrupt the set and whisper in his ear,
promptly announcing, "Well, guys, I've got good news and bad news. The bad news is...
Avenged Sevenfold cancelled, they're going back to California. The good news is....
I'm just f*ckin' with ya!"
They closed out their set with fervor, and you could tell by the response that even
if they had never heard of Bullets and Octane, there were some new fans in the audience.
And then, CKY came on, and all of the little Bam-heads in the audience went
wild. Their set was solid, and apparently being filmed for a CKY DVD - so
the fans went as crazy as they could for the attention of the camera.
Relying on a mix of songs from throughout their career, CKY
paid very little attention to the new album (probably because
most fans have called it their worst release ever), choosing
more tracks from earlier
albums.
In between each
song, they played audio
clips to rile the crowd
- whether it was a clip
of their new bassist drunk
enly talking about
being from Massachusetts in a British accent, fans
chanting "CKY,"
or their personal
favorite, Whitney Houston's
"I Will Always
Love You," the
latter two inspiring
similar chants or
sing-alongs in the
crowd. (I never
thought I'd be
seeing a bunch
of metal heads
break out the
lighters and
sing Whitney
Houston of
their own free
will, but hell,
there's a first
time for everything.

After a long amount of stage prep, thematic lights and the revealing of their first
backdrop, Avenged Sevenfold took the stage amidst the screams of fans and sweaty
bodies that encompassed the concert hall.
From moment one, it was nothing but an adrenaline-fueled rock 'n' roll tribute to
what a great live show should be (and in the case of lead guitarist Synyster Gates, his
axe was a tribute to the flash and crazy colors that 80's virtuosos loved), opening with
"Chapter Four" off of their "Waking the Fallen" album. A point of interest - since vocalist
M. Shadows blew out his vocal chords, all the older material involving screaming was
spoken, leaving the rough work for the fans, who were more than happy to oblige.
After a quick address to the crowd, they launched into "Burn it Down" and "The
Beast and The Harlot," from their latest album "City of Evil," in quick succession, followed by an absolute treat - a cover of "Walk" by Pantera. The crowd went berserk
when Shadows yelled "Here's one from just about 10 years ago!" as guitarists Zacky
Vengeance and Gates launched into the signature riff.
Another two songs and a new backdrop (with their logo, the Deathbat, superimposed
on the American Flag) went by, slowing things down for the ballad "I Won't See You
Tonight (Part One)" and heating them back up with "Trashed and Scattered' before they
teased the crowd with the first minute of Guns N' Roses' "Paradise City," then breaking
it off for an audience favorite from "Waking The Fallen" - "Unholy Confessions."
They ripped through another cut from "Waking The Fallen" before their final number
- their current hit single and tribute to Hunter S. Thompson's "Fear and
Loath^tk flh^
i°g in Las Vegas," "Bat Country." It opened with audio
quotes from the movie and a snippet of "These Are A
Few Of My Favorite Things" (which, not surprisingly,
also led to a sing-a-long) before Avenged kicked
into their last song. Judging from the audience's
response, they barely had to sing at all — the crowd
overpowered the speakers with every word from
the song verbatim.
And then, just as quickly as they began,
the set was over, and the audience exited
to the soothing melodies of Lil Jon
and the East Side Boyz. Even
the most hardened fans
and the bootleg t-shirt
slingers agreed,
it was a hell of
a show.
Throughout the whole
night, Avenged
Sevenfold proved
why some have
pegged them as the
Great White Hope of
saving Rock N' Roll
from Rap and R&B
- miles of attitude,
well-crafted music,
and a nigh-athletic
desire to win. The
resurrection of rock
staples like stage fog,
epilepsy-inducing lights
and kick ass guitar solos
are powerful aids to their
cause, and with a knack for
choosing very appropriate
supporting acts (rather than
allowing their labels to
bundle them with a myriad of copycat metal-core
bands), these guys aren't
just here to stay; they're
here to kick ass, and make
sure that you know it.
Contributed Photo
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"Underworld": overkill
BY ASHLEY PHAN

Typically, a sequel attempts to close the
gaps and clarify the unanswered questions
of the original. Unfortunately, "Underworld:
Evolution" will leave moviegoers with overwhelming confusion, not particularly those
who have never seen the original "Underworld," but also those who are fans of the
original and familiar with the characters and
the plot.
The question in the minds of those who
have seen the sequel would most, likely be:
"What the hell did I just watch for nearly
two hours?"
"Underworld" revolves around a vampire
and a werewolf with a forbidden love affair.
The movie shows the two as they try to end
the war amongst the races of these mythical
creatures, but proves to be an utter failure.
The sequel, filled with choppy, short, random
and confusing scenes, as well as gore overkill,
caused this film to be contradictory, but more
importantly inconclusive.
The box office numbers come as no
surprise, given the original ended abruptly
with a crucial scene screaming for a sequel.
Therefore, those who did see the original felt
the need to find out what happens between
the mythical lovers, as well as the development of the relationship between vampires
and werewolves.
Fortunately, enough moviegoers spread
the word about the sequel, possibly the reason
for the 11.1 million dollars it banked this past
weekend. Those who sat through what seemed
like five hours of endless commotion and unbearable gore might have spread some wise
words of advice: Don't waste your money!
Some movies have entirely unnecessary
and ridiculous sequels, ended with a scene
that leaves a door wide open for a potentially
amazing sequel. Sadly, fans of the first, with
over two years of anticipation, will be utterly

Contributed Photo

She may not be Buffy, but "Underworld'"s Selene can still kick some werewolf ass.

confused and unsatisfied. It serves as an insult
to its original.
Confusion begins at the start of the
movie, when the time and location is unidentifiable. It doesn't make it clear that the movie
begins as a continuation of the exact ending
moments of the original. It would have been
a great artistic choice by writer/director, Len
Wiseman, who directed "Underworld," if he
had been able to clarify this to the audience.
If the first scene of the sequel is a continuation of the original, then how have the setting,
character behavior and unidentifiable location
magically changed?
The sequel also neglects to address

the developing love between Selene (Kate
Beckinsale), a vampire warrior princess, and
Michael (Scott Speedman) a human/werewolf
who eventually turns into the first hybrid, a,
werewolf and a vampire. A major plot line in
the original, their relationship is avoided with
the exception of a random, racy sex scene unnecessarily showing the skin of both actors.
Wiseman substituted the action/fantasy
plot with unnecessary dialogue, cheap horror-flick gruesome and total chaos and confusion. The audience must sit through hours
of a vampire/werewolf war, while civilians
that are randomly lying by themselves in the
streets die. Wait, isn't Michael the only hybrid

Sundance Film Festival celebrates 25 years
BY ASHLEY PHAN

The Sundance Film Festival recently
celebrated its silver anniversary. Here are
a few Sundance favorites that helped the
festival gain its acclaim and spawn directorial careers.

"Reservoir Dogs"
Either love him or hate him, there's
simply no gray area with Quentin Tarantino.
Working as a clerk in a video store, Tarantino,
a high school drop-out, wrote and directed
"Dog," released in 1992, with a all-star cast
including Tim Roth, Harvery Keitel, Steve
Buscemi, Michael Madsen and Chris Penn.
"Dogs," unlike any other gangster movie, is a
crime/drama/thriller where five strangers team
up to construct the "perfect crime." In a memorable scene where a human is grotesquely
tortured, Tarantino's stylistic quirkiness is
showcased. However, the independent film
went unnoticed, as well as Tarantino's talent
for unique writing and directing.

"Memento"
"Memento," released in 2001 is undoubtedly a film like no other. Watching it once is
like trying to hit a knuckleball; there are several crucial moments, all happening at once.
Paying close attention to detail is essential to
fully experiencing the entire film. Unlike most
films, none of the scenes are in chronological
order. "Memento" has an impressive cast of
Joe Pantoliano (a.k.a. Joey Pants), CarrieAnne Moss including a break-out performance
by the talented Guy Pierce. Scenes are shown
in half black and white, adding an addition
unique quality. "Memento" continuously flips
from the viewpoints of the character of Leonard (Pierce) to the rest of the characters.

"Super Size Me"
Morgan Spurlock's documentary, "Super
Size Me," released in 2004 finds a humorous
way to show the negative effects of living off
of fast food. Spurlock, throughout the film ,
only eats McDonald's for one month and must

follow these specific, yet disturbing rules: he
must order at least one of every item, he must
say yes if they ask him if he wants his order
super-sized (hence the title) and he cannot
exercise at all. "Super Size Me" doesn't only
depict the massive amount of weight and
health problems Spurlock encounters overone
month, but also addresses the obesity problem
in America today.

"El Mariachi"
"El Mariachi," Robert Rodriguez's first
film was released in 1993. This Mexican film
is like many others in that it has an orangetinted desert look. However, it is unique in that
Rodriguez's shots are impeccable. His gunfights are to die for (literally) and the storyline
is bullet proof (no pun intended). The film is
about a once-guitarist, who after the murder of
his true love goes on a martyr-type mission to
avenge her death. This film eventually led to
the making of the film "Desperado."
Adam LaVorgna and Meg Malinowski
contributed to these reviews.
. .

(a cross between a vampire and a werewolf)
making his character so unique and sought
after? This must be just one of the many inconsistencies in Wiseman's script.
Some good advice: wait for "Underworld:
Evolution" to be released on DVD because rewinding, fast-forwarding and pausing will be
necessary in order to understand the plot.

Goodbye W
BY MARIE MONTGOMERY

The WB and UPN stations will be off tl
according to The New York Times.
To fill the void in young adult program
have agreed to combine programming to fc
calledfie CW. The "C" stands for CBS Corpc
the UPN, and the "W" stands for Warner Br
The merger came about because of th
network to capture audiences on its own. Ho\
will be able to watch the CW. Only 47 per
will carry the network, including 20 of th<
markets, according to Yahoo News.
The line-up for the CW will include
sion six nights a week and eight hours of ca
mornings.
The line-up will include the higher rat
networks, such as "Everybody Hates Ch
MarJ&from the UPN side, while the WB
lar pjpgramming including "Supernatural,'
"EvefWood."
Although the merger will keep the netw
afloat for now, it is uncertain if the CW will
with the larger networks, even with their co
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With a new album and new controversy, Jamie
Foxx proves he is "Unpredictable"
3Y

CHERYL HOLMES

There is no question that Jamie Foxx
lad an amazing year in 2005. He won the
Academy Award for "Best Male Actor" for
ris performance in "Ray," starred in a hit
movie, ("Jarhead") and ended his year with
he release of his second album titled, "Un)redictable." Jamie Foxx picked the correct
word to describe his career path. His fans
are always wondering,"What next?"
In 1994, Foxx released his first solo
ilbum titled, "Peep This," a complete
ilbum flop that barely went gold. Yet with
he release of the new album "Unpredictable," which is also the title of his first
■ingle featuring Ludacris, Foxx sold over
>00,000 copies in his first week, went
)latinum soon after, and his album is curently No. 1 in the country, according to the
Billboard charts.
For Foxx, the second time is a charm.
The new album reveals a more mature and
exy Foxx that showcases his vocal talent
ind creativity. The album features several
catchy ballads that will capture you such
is "With You" featuring Snoop Dogg and
The Game, "Love Changes" featuring the
esilient Mary J. Blige, and my personal
avorite "Wish You Were Here," a song he
dedicated to his grandmother who passed
way a few years ago.
Though Foxx's album is titled "Unpreictable," one thing that was almost certain
was that his album would be successful,
which can be attributed to Foxx's hardwork, talent, and did I already mention he
won the Oscar for "Best Male Actor"?
Another one of Jamie Foxx's most
ecent endeavors was an hour long music
;pecial which aired Jan. 24 on NBC. The
show incorporated a combination of songs
"rom the album, along with skits that por-

trayed the influence his grandmother had
on his life and career. The special also
included several guest performers such as
Mr. Stevie Wonder, Mary J. Blige, Snoop
Dogg and The Game.
However, there is a twist to Foxx's
NBC music special that is explained in
a mass chain e-mail. Supposedly, NBC
did not do any marketing or publicity for
Foxx's music special. The lack of promotion seems to stem from Foxx's refusal to
have white guest performers that producers requested in place of two controversial
black guest performers. NBC allegedly
stated, "...his chosen guest performers do
not fit the 'NBC profile'."
Foxx reportedly told NBC he would
not be changing any of his guest performers, and NBC did not respond favorably.
The e-mail, which is said to be circulating
worldwide, stated, "NBC is purposely putting his show up against the second week of
"American Idol" in hopes that it will fail.
This will give them the excuse to never
give another black person a music special
because 'it doesn't work'."
Anxious to see if either Jamie Foxx or
NBC had any comments on the believed
controversy, the only follow-up on the situation was supposedly given by NBC, who
said, "It is a baseless rumor."
If it is a "baseless rumor," an official
comment from NBC would help to answer
the question that millions of fans worldwide
are asking. Why didn't Jamie Foxx's music
special receive sufficient publicity?
Despite the supposed "controversy,"
there is no doubt of the extreme talent Foxx
showcases as he whips out amazing albums
and stellar movies.
As for his fans, they can continue to
keep asking that ever-so-relevent question:
What will Foxx do next?

B and UPN, hello CW

News &
Notes
by Kevin Schneider
COLDPLAY and BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN have been added to the line-up to play at
the 48th Annual Grammy Awards, airing live from Los Angeles' Staples Center on CBS on
Feb. 8.
THE FOO FIGHTERS have planned a strictly acoustic tour in the near future. Dates
have yet to be confirmed.
As of Wednesday, January 25, MOTLEY CRUE acquired star number 2,301 on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame.
BELLE & SEBASTIAN'S seventh studio album "The Life Pursuit" is set to be released
Feb. 6.

; air as of this fall,

While THE ROLLING STONES are headlining this year's Super Bowl halftime show,
KANYE WEST will be performing at some point during the show, and STEVIE WONDER
has been announced to be performing the pre-game show. JOSS STONE, JOHN LEGEND
and INDIA.ARIE will be assisting Wonder sing some of his classics.

ling, the networks
rm a new network
ration, which owns
others.
inability of each
yever, not everyone
;ent of the country
25 top television

JET has announced that they have recorded 27 songs for their upcoming untitled second
album. The album should be released sometime in the middle of this year.
RADIOHEAD will launch a U.S. tour this summer in order to test new songs on their
fans. The songs will belong to the new album, currently untitled, that the group is currently
working on.

)rime time televitoons on Saturday

THE JOHN MAYER TRIO is currently in the studio recording a new album. "Continuum" is supposed to combine the pop of "Room For Squares" with the scorching blues
Mayer's trio is used to playing. The album is set to hit stores sometime in the spring.

;d shows from the
is" and "Veronica
/ill keep its popu"Smallville" and
jrks' programming
be able to compete
ibined forces.

From Oscar worthy to Grammy worthy: Jamie Foxx shows his musical versatility.

contribute

UPN's "Veronica Mars" is expected to make the cut.
...

. .
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ELTON JOHN has collaborated on a new SCISSOR SISTERS track called "I Don't Feel
Like Dancing." The new track will appear on their late spring, sophomore release "Discoball"
and promises to deliver more of the Sisters' mix of disco and glam rock.
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lifelong memories.
We believe in vacations*
Enter our vacation
sweepstakes at
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First it was Instant Messenger, then it was Facebook.
Are blogs the next big Internet obsession?

BY MEGHAN TOUMEY

Though blogging may appear similar to Facebook and MySpace, Dedaic said it is a very
different form of Internet communication.
When most Fairfield students think of blogging, they associate it with Web sites such
"The community of users is created in a different way. The invitation direction is opas Facebook, MySpace, and LiveJournal. However, this not-so-new phenomenon is in a posite. In the case of bloggers, they invite you into their world. Other sites ... invite you to
category of its own.
participate in some kind of 'common project,'" she said.
Internet blogging has been around for some time, and professors at Fairfield are be-.
Some students think that blogs are the same as online journals, but they are incorrect in
ginning to use blogs in the classroom. Nevertheless, many students are still unsure as to this assumption.
what a blog really is.
Andrea Mangione '07 said that she thinks a blog is "an online journal that people can put
According to the popular blogging site,
their opinion about anything in." ■
blogger.com: "A blog is a personal diary. A
"You can tell what a blog is and what a
daily pulpit. A collaborative space. A political
blog isn't by the content. People write about
soapbox. A breaking-news outlet. A collection
their lives and issues they may be facing
of links. Your own private thoughts. Memos
looking for feedback from the people reading
to the world."
their blogs," Hefferan said.
The site also tells its new users, "Your
Dedaic has a similar opinion.
blog is whatever you want it to be. There are
"The concept of a journal is defined by
millions of them, in all shapes and sizes,, and
the secrecy of the text. Journals are usually
there are no real rules."
not public. Blogs are," she said.
These descriptions of what a blog is are
When reading blogs, it is important to
still very vague. Communication Adjunct Proremember that they are not always a reliable
fessor Mirjana Dedaic gave a more lucid defisource.
nition: "A blog is a new way to chat. Bloggers
Meaghan Donlon '07 remembered when
are people who want to discuss their thoughts
blogs first became popular.
and feelings with a number of others, mostly
"People thought they were really reliunknown people, who represent an imagined
able, but [it] was really just Joe Schmo from
community."
Alabama making stuff in his basement," she
According to Dedaic, there are mainly two
said.
types of bloggers: bloggers who talk about isDedaic offers a warning to those who
sues and bloggers who talk about themselves.
read blogs.
"Keep in mind that bloggers represent
Those who talk about issues invite people
Elyse Raby/The Mirror
themselves in the way they want, which is
to share their opinions on the issue. For those Tonight's homework? Update the blog: Several classes this semester explore the
never the full and only truth about them," she
who talk about themselves, a blog is a "personal world of blogging as it relates to technology and communication. Some even require
said.
choice and it fulfills a need that we all have, to students to keep their own blogs.
Communication on the Internet is changcommunicate our thoughts and feelings."
Laura Hefferan '07 is using blogs in one of Dedaic's interpersonal communication classes ing due to blogs, according to Dedaic.
"It seems that many more topics are now conversationalized by the means of blogs, as
this semester.
"Our assignment is to choose any three blogs and to follow them throughout the semes- well as other internet forums," she said. "Only a few years ago nobody would have been able
to predict such things as web-chat, blogging or podcasting." •
ter," she said.
Dedaic is reluctant to predict how communication is changing on the Internet because
"As [they] learn about concepts and theories in interpersonal communication, the students
actualize their knowledge by looking at the ways these theories and concepts are manifested it changes so fast but, according to her, "that is exactly what's interesting and exciting about
the Internet."
in the selected blogs," Dedaic said.

Without the Grape, seniors flock to Mug Night
BY MARK SERVIDIO

Last Thursday, the Grape was still closed, but the
Levee was open for business as usual, and it was Senior
Mug Night once again.
Like the very first Mug Night held last semester, this
past Mug Night had a large turnout. Approximately 195
students attended throughout the evening, according to
Joe Ginese, a graduate assistant who helped orchestrate
the event.
The event was moved from its usual time on Tuesdays
at 8 p.m. to Thursday from 5-7 p.m. and given a happy
hour theme.
Whether or not the time change was the reason for the
increase in turnout is up for debate. However, event planners attribute the earlier time to the surge in popularity.
Mark Servidio/The Mirror
"Due to the success of Senior Mug Night this time,
Trading in the Grape for the Mug: Seniors Lindsay
look forward to Mug Night being at the same time on on
Hueber, Casey Coleman, Katie Tracia, Leigh Farrington,
Feb. 7," said Ginese.
Katie Casale and Emily Lowery catch up at last week's
However, some students think 5 p.m. is just too Mug Night,
early.
"I enjoyed it, but I liked the later mug night with the "I'll probably go to Mug Night first, but I can see us going
DJ a lot better," said Jenna Sordi '06. "I thought they could to the Grape afterward."
Charlie Sferlazza '06, a regular on Thursday evehave taken advantage of the Grape being closed more."
nings,
said that Mug Night was no different than any
However, with the earlier time and hopes that the
Grape opens sometime before we graduate, Sordi added, other.Thursday night, . . _

"[It was] nothing special because $1 beers is something we have everyday at the Levee," said Sferlazza. "I
am there anyway every Thursday. They should give out
some free t-shirts, have more gimmicks and free food to
attract more people."
Many beach residents have turned to the Levee for
entertainment on Thursday nights since the Grape is still
closed.
"It was great," said Lindsay Hueber '06. "All my
friends had a good time catching up with everyone that
we do not get to see often at the beach."
"It was a good time, definitely enjoying my last days
here at Fairfield," said Mike Murphy '06. "This tradition
is something that should definitely keep going. They unveiled a new beer at a discounted price, Blue Moon."
Danielle Craparo '06 agreed.
"There are only a few more months until we graduate so we'll take advantage of everything that we can,"
she said. "It is way easier to get drinks at The Levee
than the Grape because it is not as crowded and there is
more room."
Look forward to the next Senior Mug Night on
Thursday, Feb. 7 from 5-7 p.m. This may be one of the
only lasting senior traditions that the university does not
put the kibosh on. So designate a driver, and pre-game
at.the Levee.
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Musician, advocate, educator

All about the booty

From Fairfield to Romania to the Grammys,
Professor Brian Torff keeps on jamming

but worth it.
However, guys have
THAT'S PHANTASTIC
some
appreciation for wellASHLEY PHAN
endowed females; several
guys admit that "boobs are
Let's face it. As unfortunate
benefits."
as it is for women, men initially
Although Maresca is an ass
approach women based on a their guy, he has some appreciation for
physical appearance, and they breasts.
usually have a "type" of girl in
"Boobs are always a plus,
not much more than a handful
mind.
From conversation and expe- though," said Maresca. "Anything
rience, I have come to the conclu- bigger than a D cup and she's
sion that you can put most guys probably a stripper or is going to
into two separate groups: "boob" become one."
Then there are those rare
guys or "ass" guys.
Surprisingly, knowing how guys that choose not to classify
much effort women put into mak- themselves as an ass guy or a
ing their busts their best, I have boob guy.
come to find that "ass" guys still
Joe Valente '06 is a perfect
example
of the apathetic type.
prevail.
Ryan Maresca '06 said that he When I asked him if he had a
is definitely an "ass" guy.
"type" of woman he generally
But what defines a nice ass?
goes for, he responded: "Yeah, it's
Maresca defines a nice ass as called hot girls, those are the kind
not too small or flat, and definitely of girls guys like."
not too fat.
So don't worry girls, not all
"Vida Guerrera has the best guys are that picky.
ass," he said.
But this question still reUnfortunately, Fairfield wom- mains: What parts of a guy's body
en do not have the opportunity to are women most picky about and
have personal trainers and have attracted to?
professional photo shoots that are
It cannot be their asses bealmost always airbrushed. Who is cause it is pretty hard to tell
whether or not they're nice in the
Vida Guerrera anyway?
Perhaps this is why several fe- loose, baggy jeans that guys tend
males at Fairfield spend hundreds to wear.
of dollars on designer jeans.
It can't be a their abs because
only arrogant jerks walk
I admit to spending a ridiculous amount of money on Seven around with their shirts off for
Jeans, Citizens of Humanity, and no reason.
So with the help of my girlTrue Religion. These particular
brands create the illusion that I friends, I have come to the conactually have an ass. The truth is, clusion that in order to "judge"
my ass does not fit the definition of whether or not a guy has the "asa nice ass because it's so small that sets" to fit a woman's taste, you're
going to have to get them naked.
it's practically non-existent.
So remember guys, girls have
Lucky for us girls, we don't
their own little tricks that are pricy, have that disadvantage.

BY CHRISTINA STODDARD

Hidden in the dark ground floor
of Jogues Hall is a small cluster of
classrooms and offices that make
up Fairfield's music department.
It is here, after touring worldwide
and jamming with some of music's
greats, that Brian Torff's passion for
jazz has found a home.
As Fairfield's music program director, and also a classroom professor
and Jazz Ensemble conductor, Torff
shares his passion with students and
works to ensure that his talent has a
positive impact.
"It's all about the music, that's
what my work is, not the money or
the accolades," said Torff in an article
in Wesfport Magazine that chronicled
his many achievements.
With a little luck and a lot of
Sean CorbetVThe Mirror
talent, Torff started his professional No computer necessary for this professor: With a career that
career with a bang at the age of 20, includes opening for Sinatra and performing for several presidents,
joining a tour with Cleo Laine that Torff is not afraid to "get down" in his office.
debuted at Carnegie Hall. According
to the article, it was the beginning of a career that would include playing and releasing CDs with some of jazz's
most talented musicians, opening for Frank Sinatra, performing before presidents, and winning a Grammy.
Now, Torff is making his mark at Fairfield as the music program director. The music program has grown
significantly under his guidance, and he said in a Mirror article last year that he believes there is more jazz
at Fairfield than at any other surrounding university.
"I would say the best thing about him is that he is always pushing you to do better and demanding more,"
said Mike Meehan '08, a student in Torff's History of Jazz class and member of the jazz ensemble.
Torff's efforts to share his passion and use it for a greater good extend outside the classroom. A member
of the International Association of Jazz Educators, Torff traveled to Romania this past summer where he
lectured and played with enthused students in hopes of establishing and spreading an appreciation for jazz in
a place where such a thing is often scarce. He
is interested in possibly repeating this experience next summer.
Back at Fairfield, there are three upcoming
events this semester that Torff is involved in
and very excited about.
On March 31, an event called "Women in
Music" will be held to benefit the Jamie Hulley
Foundation. Three female jazz musicians will
come to perform and discuss music.
The following day-, Leonard Bernstein, the
Fairfield orchestra and jazz ensemble, and David Amram will hold, a special performance.
On April 8, Torff is planning, and will
be performing in, a benefit performance at
the Acoustic Cafe to celebrate the lives and
remember the tragic deaths of Tim and Kim
Donnelly. This event is very close to Torff's
heart because of his close relationship with
the family. All proceeds will go toward music
scholarships established in their name.
There will be three stellar performances
at this event: The Prophets of Funk, Eric
Donnelly Trio, and Brian Torff's Bass Roots
Quartet (consisting of Torf, his son and two'
Fairfield University students).
"He is so dedicated to making sure their
[the Donnelly's] memory lives on in the
music at Fairfield; it is amazing to me," said
Meehan.
"I feel really strongly about what music
can be," said Torff.
He said that besides making you think,
Sean Corbett/The Mirror "music can be a center for advocacy and proactive thrust."
A jack of all trades: Although he is perhaps best known
for his musical ability on the bass, Torff is also an accomplished piano player.

This Weekend at Fairfield
THURSDAY
Open Mic Night
8 p.m., Levee

FRIDAY
Chinese New Year Celebration
6 p.m., BCC Oak Room
Men's Basketball vs. Rider University
7 p.m., Arena at Harbor Yard

SATURDAY
Celtic Kick (Live Irish Music)
8 p.m., Levee

SUNDAY
Women's Basketball v. Marist
1 p.m., Arena at Harbor Yard
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With all of the turkeys, skunks and even cats, students
recount their own adventures of wild encounters
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Attack of the turkeys!
BY LESLIE ALMEIDA

With turkeys, squirrels, skunks and even deer, it seems
whenever you take a walk around Fairfield's campus, you'll
have the opportunity to come into direct contact with some
of nature's creatures. It's all fun and games until someone
gets chased by a turkey.
Many students have their own stories about turkeys
blocking the paths to class or finding themselves too close
to a skunk roaming the quad at night.
However, some students have a legitimate fear of the
wildlife, especially the turkeys.
"I haven't had a bad experience with them; I'm just really scared of large birds," said Taylor Murphy '08. "Whenever I see them I have to walk a different way to class."
Mirror File Photo
Peter Kruger '08, witnessed a grounds crew worker Anyone got a can of tomato juice?: Consider it social
feeding the turkeys recently.
suicide if your latest cologne comes from this fella:
"One guy fed them and then tried to leave, and they kept
chasing him. Maybe they always hang around the students
because they are hoping to get fed," he said.
On his website (www.gottshall.com), researcher John
In schools across the country, feeding the campus Gottshall has even linked the frequency of interaction bewildlife has caused the animals to become desensitized to tween squirrels and humans to the quality of campus life.
the human activity. In some cases, these creatures have
"The quality of an institution of higher learning can
even become friendly enough to approach students.
often be determined by the size, health and behavior of the
squirrel population on campus," Gottshall said in an article
in the Penn State Digital Collegian. "I think squirrels tend
to be more friendly at schools that are more interesting and
have students hanging around campus more,"
At Fairfield, in addition to the turkeys, there are deer,
cats, ducks, monk parrots, skunks, and geese, as well as
coy fish in Bellarmine pond, according to Public Safety
Director Todd Pelazza.
"The geese are an issue as they sometimes impede
traffic
and, in fact, over the years some have been hit by
r
i
'~
cars," he said. "The turkeys are somewhat newer on cam.-:,";:. ■■.■7--' ' pus ... now there are many of them and they have become
somewhat desensitized to people".
There has never been a problem with animals attacking students, or with rabid animals on campus, Pelazza
said. However some students simply do not appreciate
the wildlife.
"When I first came here I thought the turkeys were
straight out of Jurassic Park. We don't have things like that
in my town," said Lauren Caggiano '07.
There is also a potential problem with students harassMirror File Photo
ing the animals. Gonzaga resident Lauren Wood '08 said
Beep beep!: I know we're supposed to yield to pedestrishe has witnessed a student throwing and hitting a skunk in
ans, but what about turkeys?
the quad with a football. The skunk sprayed the dorm but
:
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did not hit any students.
"It was so gross," said Wood. "My room is right above
the door, and it smelled so much. People should just leave
the animals alone."
Other students tell stories of attempting to make peace
with the animals, especially the turkeys.
"I tried to herd the turkeys into Gonzaga one day,"
said Patrick Scanlan '08. "They wouldn't come inside
though."
"I like them," said said Kyle Bono '08. "I tried chasing one before, but he chased me right back. I've also tried
to feed them gum and pet them, but they didn't seem too
interested."
Besides their normal antics, the turkeys have also gotten
into bigger trouble on campus.
"There was an incident several years ago where a turkey
flew through a large plate glass window in the BCC main
dining hall," said Pelazza. "No one was injured except the
turkey who died on impact."
Despite the occasional problem, however, the wildlife
on campus may be a welcome asset to Fairfield, said Martha
Milcarek, assistant vice president of Public Relations.
"I have received compliments from campus visitors
about the presence of wildlife on campus. Personally, I think
they are a nice addition. Their antics make them wonderful
conversation topics," she said.

; :

Mirror File Photo

Not exactly Boar's Head: Some students prefer
turkey on their sandwiches rather than outside their
dorms.

Home and away: new faces, same old friends
Winter break went fast, but vacations
always do. After a week back at Fairfield,
my body is torn between sleep and class. An
ANDREW CHAPIN
8 a.m. doesn't have the same significance as
it did last semester, especially when I conveniently forget to set my alarm.
My increased need for sleep isn't even a question of going out, since my fake ID is
in my room back on Long Island. Instead, I was spoiled with the luxury of a full-sized
refrigerator and undisturbed sleep.
Eventually though, I still longed to return to Fairfield.
The refrigerator is just downstairs, and my mother is still asking the same questions
about last night as I pour a hearty glass of Gatorade. Two Advil rest next to my Unkempt
bed that is dressed with favorite sheets; quite the contrast to the egg crate pad that conceals
my blue, Army Reserve bed at Fairfield.
I had just arrived home, and yet I wanted to return to the Ramen noodles and blaring
"Cosby" reruns of my neighbor's television.
Home is a refreshing breath of familiarity with a kiss from Grandma, a night on the
town with the girlfriend, and maybe even a movie with your kid sister. However, after every
relevant smile, affectionate look and 30-pack has been exhausted though, what is left?
Days lose distinction and dates become irrelevant in the convoluted, alcohol-induced
haze you have been living in, also known as college. Students need a reprieve from the
chore of assignments, an opportunity to leave school behind for a couple weeks and return
home, and this is what winter break provides.
But is home still the same place we left four months ago?
After living at Fairfield, it seems this once-unfamiliar place has become a surrogate
CHATTIN' WITH CHAPIN

home.
The not-so-common slip made when referring to your dorm as "home" goes to show
that a familiarity with Fairfield has developed. Although the thought of making a permanent residence in the Jogues projects leaves me queasy, I can handle wiping the seat and
wearing jeans that only appear clean in the interim.
We've all heard the stories from home over and over again, especially the ones about
last summer when Billy threw up on the old guy's lawn or even your eighth grade gym
teacher who liked to watch the boys get changed.
These stories, illicit or not, make up a person's character and offer insight into the
guy who lives down the hall-information you would not otherwise find out in your casual
urinal conversation.
I couldn't even tell you the last names of some of the people that I know from Fairfield.
Not that our college friends are bad, but we all have a certain level of comfort with our
friends from home. They're the ones who call you to play snow football and visit you at
the hospital after you break your leg and then never forget about it, even years later.
So often it seems as if kids are trying to remake themselves in a certain image, where
relationships become insignificant and life lacks any meaningful substance. You can
change your physical appearance, but you're still the same person, even with blue hair, a
scruffy beard, or the imitation Ugg boots. Forgetting the past is impractical and impeding
the future is unimaginable.
And eventually, despite your best efforts, your true self will shine through. So live
in the present, be yourself, and invest yourself in the new friendships you will create here
at Fairfield.
Most of all, never forget where you came from, even if this new place seems like
home.
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The power of TRIO: Programs offer head start to students
BY AUDREY ADADE

As President Jeffrey von Arx, S.J., attempts to increase diversity at Fairfield University, programs like the TRIO Programs
help the efforts.
Fairfield University hosts the TRIO
Programs, which are sponsored by the
United States Department of Education.
These programs, which include Upward
Bound, Project Excel and Academic Talent
Search serve low-income and first-generation college students. TRIO Programs are
a great source of support to these students,
according to participants and project coordinators.
Some of these students go on to attend
Fairfield University. Project Excel provides
support to Fairfield University students
who are first-generation college students,
low-income, or who have a documented
disability.
"Project Excel gave me confidence in
my ability to perform and achieve tasks,"
said Alexandra Galeano, a Fairfield graduate and research specialist at Fisher International Inc. in Norwalk, Conn. "Project
Excel helped me keep focus, taught me to
study and helped me on my journey through
college. The help I received shaped me into
a stronger person," she said.
Project Excel, which is part of the
Student Support Services, provides group
tutoring, mentoring programs, assistance
for financial aid and internships, career
counseling, academic advising, exposure to

cultural and educational events and summer 13 to 19, who are college bound. Upward
courses.
Bound focuses on students in the local pub"We make students aware of opportu- lic high schools in Bridgeport, Conn..
nities which are out there, and we let them
Upward Bound is hands-on with their
know that there are a lot of things which they students, said Project Coordinator Rony
can do," said Caridad Rivera, coordinator of Delva. The program provides tutoring,
Project Excel. "We are like case managers. Saturday classes at Fairfield Univer^jj^'.
Whatever we don't have we
a summer program, cot^
point students in the right
lege tours, PSAT and SAT
preparation, time managedirection."
In collaboration with
ment and study skills,
career fairs, cultural field
Fairfield departments such
as Admissions, Financial
trips and other extra-curAid, the coaching staff and
ricular activities.
Student Support Services,
"These activities enProject Excel does all it can
hance the social skills
in order to help students
of the students and exwith whatever needs they
pose them to things they
may have.
would not be exposed to
Project Excel has been
otherwise," said Delva.
successful in leading stu"Upward Bound is a hoMirror File Photo
dents in the right direction.
listic and comprehensive
Working towards diversity:
Graduates go on to a vari- Fairfield's TRIO programs add
program, which is studentety of institutions such as diversity to campus, according centered. We help students
with every aspect of educaYale divinity school, five- to Grossman
tion, making them producyear masters program at
tive citizens in society."
Fairfield, and various businesses in Fairfield County, said Rivera.
Upward Bound graduates have gone
All TRIO Programs, including Project to Yale, Fordham and Cornell, to name a
Excel, is in need of tutors and will be open- few. More than 80 percent of the graduating a new center in Bannow, according to ing class attends college, and 80 percent of
the graduating class graduate from college,
Rivera.
The primary objective of Upward said Delva.
Bound is to prepare students for higher edu"We follow-up with our students with
cation. Upward Bound provides support to an annual performance report," said Delva.
first-generation, low-income students, ages "We help our student set goals and to look at

education as success beyond poverty."
Academic Talent Search targets lowincome, first-generation college bound
students in Bridgeport between the ages of
11 and 27. Academic Talent Search helps
motivate these students to finish high school
and enroll in college. Services include tutoring, mentoring, academic advising, career
exploration, college placement, cultural
field trips and financial aid workshops.
"The program gives these students one
more person to turn to," said Project Coordinator Steven Ruple. "It is hard for them to
break out of the culture of their environment
and into college without many examples of
success."
Since Academic Talent Search is in
desperate need of tutors, Ruple assists in the
after-school tutoring of the students.
"We are minor players within the network of schools, teachers and parents," said
Ruple. "We try to reinforce their efforts."
Academic Talent Search begins recruiting in the sixth grade.
"If you plant the seed early, they want
it for themselves," said Ruple. "We try and
reinforce the concept that college offers
more opportunities."
Academic Vice President Orin Grossman sees the TRIO programs as a great
success at Fairfield.
"The TRIO programs at Fairfield have
done terrific work," said Grossman. "They
are one of the most important ways we work
with the city of Bridgeport as well as support
diversity on campus."
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Super Bowl:4astion of manhood or a bane to women?
Super Bowl Sunday is one of the
greatest annual events for men
because it is one of the few days
of the year when everything is geared
towards us.
The Super Bowl is more than just
another reason to throw some suds down
the hatch. It is an opportunity to celebrate
manhood. There's something about
watching a 255-pound man nicknamed
"The Bus" rumble through defenders that makes me want to feast
on buffalo wings.
The Super Bowl is a showcase for "real men" and has
ensured the immortality
of such legends as Brett
Favre, William "The Refrigerator" Perry, and The
Hogs. With such a storied
past, it is no surprise that men
look forward to the event
with such fervor.
This weekend the Seattle Seahawks
square off against the Pittsburgh Steelers in the gridiron classic to determine
who will walk away with the Lombardi
Trophy. One city is known for flannel
shirts and logging and the other is the
blue-collar Mecca of the U.S. (Somewhere, a metrosexual is crying alone in
a closet.)
Since the game is usually one-sided,
men need to focus on other stuff- namely

women, beer and food.
Two of men's all-time favorite things
are feel-ups and touchdowns, and a Super
Bowl party is the perfect opportunity to
combine them. Women may annoy the
crap out of us during the game ("Who's
winning?"), but during commercial
breaks and halftime they can be pretty to
look at, especially after a couple beers.
Speaking of beers, by the end of
the third quarter everyone should have
consumed enough brews to reach Joe
Namath-levels of intoxication.
Another thing men do is stuff
ourselves with as many buffalo
wings and pizza slices as possible. Other food essentials for
the event include chips and
dips (sour cream & onion,
salsa, nacho cheese, salsa con
queso, guacamole, etc.) Never
underestimate the importance of
dips while watching a sporting event.
This year is Super Bowl XL and
that's why it's the perfect excuse to throw
an extra-large party. It's time to combine
everything from sports, food, keg beer,
gambling, and boobs into one big-ass
celebration of man. When you reach the
point where you think you couldn't possibly eat another wing or down another
brew, remember that there's eight months
of waiting for the next meaningful football game.

When it comes to unofficial holidays, females will
straightforwardly admit that
Super Bowl Sunday ranks up there with
Groundhog Day. It's not necessarily
the actual football that we find trite,
it's more or less the underlying sexist connotation that makes us want to
vomit profusely.
As the economic stabilizers of the
country, women recognize that the
commercials are centered around
the only things men actually
purchase - cars, beverages,
electronics, condiments
- and if that alone is
not masculine oriented,
the sexual ramifications
of the advertisements are.
Have you ever seen a home
pregnancy test or Vagisil
commercial during the Super
Bowl? Ha! I don't think so.
The underlying problem with the
Super Bowl is that even if we leave
our men to watch the beef-cake militia
with his buddies, we still get sucked
in. Your man expects you to be "on
call" just in case the beer, wings, or
toilet paper run low because... well,
he's bought you tampons in times of
need, so you owe him the favor. Are
you kidding?

You know you're from Fairfield when...

Despite the aforementioned examples, men still wonder where our
negativity stems from. Well, as much
as women recognize that men love
watching steroid induced ogres throw
a ball around, why can't they do it on
their own damn television channel?!
Justly so, if you don't want us to bother
you, organize your football
game around our "Desperate
Housewives" schedule, not
through it.
But ladies, if your
man is giving you the coldshoulder this Sunday, or
you're just plain bored, take
advantage of the situation.
The roads are clear, the stores
are empty, and since sports fans
are usually the people we can't
stand, you can generally go
anywhere without getting pissed
off.
So ladies, instead of this Sunday
being a day of solemn, make it one of
celebration. Get together with your
girls for cocktails, watch a Lifetime
movie (because that's all that's on)
and keep in mind that ten times more
people watch the Super Bowl than the
State of the Union Address, and 99%
of Super Bowl viewers are men - go
figure.

by Dan Otfinoski

Martin Luther King Jr. Convocation
\
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.. .you feel like "you're the only raisin in the oatmeal"
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
by

Mike Foristel

Weeping because I thought
this year was the Giants
year...just like every other
year.

What are you going to do for

—Greg Cerasuolo '07

the Super Bowl?

Playing a game of Madden
with the Jets after this demising season.

Partying with my friends at
the beach! **
Mil'
—Steve Ligouri '09 |

Reminiscing about the past
3 out of4 Super Bowls
-Hutch Wiiliams '09

—Chris Gradel '06

Spending the weekend
on a beach in Marco
Island!

We 're gonna have a big
gathering in 3rdfloor
Campion.

—Christina Chomick &
Caitlin Conway '06

—Jackie Lafountain &
Krystina Occhicone '09

College Crossiword

Come here to submit
your cheers and boos
at any time as well as
read the cheers and
boos in the current
issue. These
submissions will be
reviewed before they
are placed in The
Fairfield Minor.
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Class of '09
Come Live With Us!
♦ Living within a great community •
♦ Meeting great friends, faculty, and adults
♦ Taking advantage of many trips, dinners, and social events
♦ Participating in fantastic courses
♦ Spending time talking about life issues
♦ Finding out about your life and how you want to live it

The opportunity is yours

tsan
esidential
ollege

Questions? Ext. 3325.
Applications available at:
http://www.faculty.fairfield.edu/jmayzik/irc/index.htm
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LACROSSE NOTES
DAN AKESON

Lacrosse team set to scrimmage Syracuse
Expectations will be sky-high after NCAA birth last year
The last time the Fairfield men's lacrosse
team took the field, they got pounded. Their
opponent that game, of course, was the No.
2 team in the country: the Duke Blue Devils,
the eventual national runner-up.
The Blue Devils routed the Stags 23-4
and ended what was perhaps the greatest
season in Fairfield sports history — a season
in which the Stags won the Great Western
Lacrosse League championship, earned an automatic bid to the NCAA tournament, where
they fell to Duke in the first round, and were
ranked in the top 15 in the countr.
That loss left a bitter taste in the Stags'
mouths, but this year, with almost all of their
best players returning, they're eager to take,
the field for the first time — soemething they
will do against an opponent for the first time
when they scrimmage national powerhouse
Syracuse on Sunday at the Carrier Dome.
The team will also play Le Moyne College that day.
Head Coach Ted Spencer, the 2005
GWLL Coach of the Year, will look to these
scrimmages, particularly against Big East
and former National Champion Syracuse, as
"measuring points" to see how Fairfield can
fare against such a strong program.
Spencer will look for many factors from
the team to continue its success and momentum from last year's GWLL championship
and NCAA Tournament appearance into the
Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference, in
which the Stags will play this year for the
first time.
"A team is as good as your senior leaders," said Spencer. "So strong leadership from
veteran captains Josh Thornton '06 and
Trevor Kelly '06 will be important as well
as solid goaltending from Michael Kruger
'07. The team will look to institute more
complex systems this season as there will be,
"less teaching" and more enacting of difficult
concepts to compete with the more advanced
teams of the ECAC.
With a tougher division ahead, a pre-

season ranking of No. 20 in the country
from two prominent lacrosse publications,
Lacrosse Magazine and Inside Lacrosse and
12 freshmen, the Stags have taken to the field
in preparation for the upcoming season. In
addition to this weekend's scrimmages, the
team will begin its season against non-league
opponents Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass.
on Feb. 25 and Dartmouth at home on March
fourth. The Stags first ECAC game will be at
Rutgers on March tenth.
Practice Update:
The Stags began practice a few days
after move in and have already begun their
stringent regimen.
Training from 7 a.m. to just past 10 a.m,.
the Stags have been able to take advantage
of the nice weather by training outside and
practicing on the field.
Spencer said the team came in with, "a
hard work ethic and more mature than last
season."
One challenge that lies ahead for Spencer is firming up the offense, particularly by
filling the holes left by Tom Werney '05
and Matt Castele '05. Defensively however,
Spencer noted that the team is much deeper
and not only will the returning players such
as Matt Bocklet '08 and Chris Atwell '08 be
more experienced, but freshman newcomers
Matt Petre and Billy Honovich will be key
assets.
Younger by the Dozen:
Though Spencer acknowledged that
many of the freshmen may not be able to have
an immediate impact on the field, there is a
significant amount of promise amongst this
freshmen class. Midfielder Chris Ajemian
will be a "future star," and Petre, Honovich,
and Gary Raniolp will all be big parts of the
team's defense, said Spencer.
Other additions include midfielders
Andrew Cabrey and Brendan Sinatro, defenders Chris Harbeck, Patrick Hovey and
Kevin Reynolds and attackers Dan Hettler,
Kevin Wolff and Keith Prifte.
All sorts of Honors

Mirror file photo

Back on the field: The men's lacrosse team takes the field Sunday against Syracuse.

The 2006 season could be one in which
the Stags take home a record number of postseason awards.
Of course, any projections about the
post-season are more than a bit premature,
but last year, in additon to Spencer's Coach of
the Year honor, the Stags' players cleaned up
post-season honors, and many of those players
are back for another year, bringing individual
expectations to an all-time high.
The pack is led by standout junior Greg
Downing, who was named GWLL Offensive
Player of the Year and received an Honorable
Mention for the STX/Geico All America
team.
Downing led three Stags on the All-Nerw
England team. He was joined by Werney and
Bocklet.
Downing and Bocklet, who finished the
2005 season first and second on the team in
scoring, are favoreites to repeat on the AllNew England roster and possibly go beyond
that. They are joined by goaltender Michael
Kruger '07 as members of one of Spencer's
most talented classes.
Big time opposition
Among the most memorable aspects

of last season's GWLL title run were games
againt nationally renowned teams, some of
which the Stags beat and some of which they
did not.
The high point in the season, at least from
a morale standpoint, may have been on April
17, when they stunned then No. 11 nationally
ranked Notre Dame 12-11. But the season
also included upset wins over Penn State and
Hobart, and a 9-6 loss to Maryland at Alumni
Field. Though the Stags couldn't come up with
the victory against Maryland, they drew a capacity crowd at Alumni Field despite playing
the game on a cold, rainy afternoon.
This year though, should bring more
big-name opponents to Alumni and Lessing Fields, where the Stags split their home
games.
ECAC opponents Loyola (Md.) and
Georgetown come to Alumni Field, as do
Penn State and Hobart, whom the Stags beat
on the road last year.
The school with the biggest name on the
schedule isn't coming to Fairfield in 2006, but
they are in 2007 as part of a multi-year agreement: North Carolina, whom the Stags play on
the road April 15. in Chapil Hill, N.C.

THINK YOU KNOW FOOTBALL?
SEND YOUR SUPER BOWL E-MAIL YOUR SUPER BOWL PICK TO
MIRRORONLINE@STAGWEB.FAIRFIELD.EDU FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A FREE I-PODH
Go to fairfieldmirror.com, check out The Mirror sports staff's picks, and teil us who will
win and by what score. Those who guess the correct winning team and final score will
be entered in a raffle for a chance to win the I-Pod. All submissions must be sent in by
Sunday at noon.
EDITOR'S PICK: STEELERS 28, SEAHWAKS 24
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Men experiencing road sickness Roster has seen countless changes
throughout season
after second straight loss
BY BEN DOODY

get back until 2:30 from Baltimore, didn't
get home until after midnight after the Manhattan game, and then had to go to Buffalo,"
he said.
When they got to Buffalo though, with
a chance to improve to 5-6 in the MAAC
and stay near the top of the league standings,
things didn't go their way.
Correy Herring, a transfer from Baylor
playing his first year in the MAAC, scored
34 points and out-shined Todd, who despite
the loss, scored more than 20 points for the
third straight time, finishing with 21.
"Herring played great and caused

properly, that he would have to forego this
season. I know how much it's killing him not
to be able to participate and help this team.
The Fairfield basketball team that will But the ankle hasn't responded."
take the court for Friday's MAAC game
The Stags' roster took another hit when
against Rider will not be the same team that forward Jeremy Reedall '09 came down with
took the court for the season opener Nov. 18 a respiratory infection shortly after the new
at Saint Francis of New York.
year, and did not dress for a game until he
That much was expected before the suited up for the Stags' 80-72 loss to Loyola
season started. When DeWitt Maxwell '06 last Tuesday. But the Stags are now without
was suspended for the first semester for vio- another reserve player: Mike DiStefano '08,
lating university policy, the Stags knew that' who O'Toole said decided he needed to take
they would be without him or 6'6" forward some time off to focus on his studies.
Mamadou Diakhate '07, who had to sit
DiStefano was rarely used in games, having appeared in only three this year and not
recording a point. His primary function is as a
practice player, but his departure adds to what
has become a long list of roster changes for a
team badly needing consistency after losing
its last two games and falling to 6-13 overall
and 4-7 in the MAAC.
BY BEN DOODY

Coming into its regionally televised
Sunday night game at Canisius, the Fairfield
men's basketball team had no gas left in
the tank, according to Head Coach Tim
O'Toole.
O'Toole was speaking figuratively, but
he might as well have been speaking literally. The Stags, who had just completed a
marathon six-game road trip - the longest
such trip in Division I. basketball - lost a
tough game at home to Manhattan on Friday
night, during which they led by nine points
in the second half before collapsing. Then, on
Saturday morning, it was back on the bus for
Buffalo, where they appeared overmatched in
an 87-71 loss to the Golden Griffins.
'It was unfortunate that we didn't
play better against Canisius, but I think the
Manhattan game took a lot out of us and the
road swing came into play," O'Toole said.
"...However, that being said, I'm really
looking forward to February and having our
team re-group.
The most recent case of road-sickness, O'Toole said, was caused not just by
the amount of games the team has played
away from home, but by the location of the
games.
The Stags started a recent three-game
tour of Interstates 95 and 90 with an impressive 80-72 win last Tuesday at Loyola (Md.).
They had just completed a five-hour, fivestate trip to Baltimore when they silenced a
raucous crowd at Reitz Arena by handing the
Greyhounds their second home loss of the
year. That night, Terrance Todd '06 poured in
a career-high 35 points and fellow guards Michael Van Schaick '07 (40 minutes, 18 points)
and Herbie Allen '09 (15) hit dagger after
dagger from behind the three-point arc.
But then it was back to the bus, fo head
back up 1-95 to Fairfield, where the Stags
finished out the week in class before hosting
a struggling Manhattan team on Friday in a
game that promised to be entertaining from
start to finish.
The Stags, despite out-playing the Jaspers late in the first half and taking advantage
of a Manhattan technical foul to score the first
five point of the second half, couldn't slow
down Manhattan guard David Wingate or /
Bill McBaln/The Mirror
Manhattan forward Arturo DuBois. Wingate
scored ten of his 23 points in the last 3:30, Driving baseline: Terrance Todd '06 takes the ball to the hoop in last Friday's 74-69 loss
including two huge free-throws that extended to Manhattan at Harbor Yard. Todd finished with 23 points to lead the Stags.
a one-point lead into a three-point lead, and
forced the Stags to diagram a desperation
three-pointer for Michael Van Schaick '07
mismatch problems all night," he said. out the first semester after transferring from
Van Schaick came off of a screen and "...Terrance was phenomenal and played Eastern Kentucky.
fired a shot from deep beyond the three-point very well."
But the Stags, who have suffered from an
arc, but it rimmed out, and after Wingate hit
Now the Stags find themselves badly overwhelming height disadvantage throughtwo more free-throws to seal a 74-69 Jaspers needing a victory. They are 4-7 in the MAAC, out the season, might be doing a lot better
win.
,
a conference in which nearly every team if they had another low-post option: Marty
"It's our play to score three," O'Toole should stand a chance to win the conference O'Snllivan '07, who injured his ankle in
said after the game. "It was [pretty far out] but championship and an automatic bid to the practice after playing in just two games.
[Van Schaick] has pretty good range."
O'Sullivan, Head Coach Tim O'Toole
NCAA tournament.
When all was said and done, the Stags'
"It hurts to lose, but these guys are said, will miss the entire season and will rechances of getting back to .500 in the MAAC battling and I have the utmost confidence ceive medical redshirt status for this season,
had vanished, and their tour of the North- in them," O'Toole said. "They have shown meaning he will be eligible to play during the
eastern quadrant of the United States was tremendous heart and desire and I believe 2007-'08 season if he is enrolled in at least
back on.
that our best days of basketball are in front one class at the University.
"You can't get any farther in this league of us. Our league is wide open and if the
"Marty will not play this season,"
geographically, from Baltimore, to Bridge- students don't get down on us, it's going to O'Toole said. "He knew since December that
port to Buffalo," O'Toole said. "We didn't work out well. "
it would be a long process and if it didn't heel

Where are the students?
O'Toole has repeatedly mentioned the
student section in his post game comments,
and though he hasn't directly called out the
students for a lack of support, a look at the
stands during last Friday's 74-69 loss to Manhattan showed that the student sections were
barely half full in the second half.
After a strong showing in the home open' er against Saint Joeseph's, those sections have
been largely empty in almost every game.
They were relatively full at the beginning
of the Manhattan game, which drew 3,167
fans, but it appeared that many students went
home after being honored during a half-time
ceremony for student-athletes who excelled
academically during the fall semester.
With the loss, the Stags dropped to 1-6 at
home on the year, a startling reality that can
be viewed in two different ways. Are they not
winning at home in part because they lack the
rowdy student sections that some other teams
have, or are students notshowing up because
the team isn't performing?
The answer isn't easy to come to, but
O'Toole has repeatedly asked that students"don't' give up" on the Stags, a plea he reiterated in an e-mail on Tuesday.
"If the students don't get down on us," he
wrote, " it's going to work out well."
•••
The raucous green-clad students and local
high school marching band weren't the only
ones in attendance at last Tuesday's StagsLoyola game at Reitz Arena in Baltimore.
Loyola graduate and syndicated columnist
Bob Novack sat in the VIP row behind one of
the baskets. Novack may have been the most
famous person in attendance, but many in the
Baltimore area may be more familiar with
Ravens defensive end Anthony Weaver, who
serves as a radio color analyst for Greyhounds
basketball when he isn't shoving quarterbacks
into the ground. Weaver joined yours truly on
the WVOF half-time show.
One more Loyola game
The Stags will play at Loyola University of Chicago Feb. 18 in the annual ESPN
Bracket Buster game. The game will be one
of 13 in the country, in which teams from
mid-major conferences face off against teams
from other conferences.

28 FEBRUARY 2, 2006

SPORTS

MIRROR

Schwartz: present system of batting records still grossly misleading
BY BEN DOODY

F.C. Lane, a professor at
Boston University early in the
20th century, published an article
in 1907 that, amazingly, strikingly
resembles most publications a century later on the same subject.
It's title — "Present System of
Batting Records Grossly Misleading" — was the topic of conversation
Tuesday when Alan Schwartz, baseball statistician and author of "The
Numbers Game, Baseball's Lifelong
Fascination with Statistics", a spoke
to a room full of Fairfield math students and professors, often telling
troubled baseball fans that widely Katie McCarthy/The Mirror
held perceptions about baseball staCrunching numbers: Schwartz
tistics are, as Lane wrote a century
disproved several baseball
ago, grossly misleading.
So what, one might wonder, is
the single most misleading assump"If you do the research that I
tion made by baseball fans? That did for the book, fans have always
batting average means everything? for 150 years tried to determine who
That there is such thing is a "clutch are the best hitters in the cluth and
hitter"? That a guy can really be a who will be the best hitters in the
better hitter when the weather is cluth," he said.
cold and the wind is blowing from
The very first baseball box
right to left?
score, he explained, was derived
No. Those are all common bits from cricket. It had two columns:
of misinformation, but the single runs and outs. Obviously, those
most widely misunderstood reality, statistics were insufficient. People
he said, is that baseball's fascination needed to know, first of all, how
many hits a player got. From that
with statistics is a new thing.
came RBI's (invented in 1879 by

a Buffalo newspaper attempting
to show how players performed in
the cluth), sacrifice flies (1907) and
the formula for on base percentage,
used by the famous Brooklyn Dodgers general manager Branch Rickey
in the 1940's.
Rickey, of course, is most famous for signing a young infielder
from California named Jackie
Robinson.
Robinson became the first
black player in modem baseball, and
the rest is history. But Rickey,, most
fans don't know, was among the
game's most avid statisticians
"Brookyln, in the late 1940's,"
Schwartz said, "kept the statistic
of batting average with runners in
scoring position. They determined
that Jackie Robinson was a pretty
good hitter in the clutch, so they
moved him to the No. 3 hole and
he won the Most Valuable Player
award the next season. I think
we've learned that batting average
with runners in scoring position is
a pretty dubvious number, and it's
probably just luck."
Batting average with runners
in scoring position has become so
widely spoken about that fans sitting
in the stands at Fenway Park look
up at the scoreboard to see the letters "RISP", and know exactly what
they stand for, and exactly what the
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statistic means.
The problem though, is exactly
what Schawrtz pointed out: batting
average with "RISP", compared to
a player's overall batting average,
is luck. It's also mostly luck when a
.300 hitter hits. 190 in April or .435
in August.
Most importantly perhaps,
baseball broadcasters, who Schwartz
said are "supposed to know what
they're talking about" often spout
out misleading or even outright
wrong information regarding the
player's chances of getting a hit.
He used the example of a .300
hitter who's hitting just .220 while
in the midst of a so-called" slump."
One broadcaster will almost certainly imply that the given hitter
won't get a hit because of the way
he has been struggling. The second
broadcaster will then certainly say
that the player is "overdue", thus
implying he's definitely going to
get a hit.
Really though, the hitter has a
30 percent chance of getting a hit,
because in his career, he gets a hit
three times in every ten at-bats.
"You will be right a lot more
than you'll be wrong if you say that
people are going to perform the
way they usually perform," he said,
pointing out what sounds so simple
but yet, for whatever reason, has

escaped the minds of baseball fans
since the game was invented.
Schwartz, whose book features
a forward by Hall of Fame baseball
writer Peter Gammons, said the media and fans often fail to distinguish
between different realities.
There is, for example, such
thing as "clutch hitting." When a
player hits a game-winning home
run in the World Series, he has
performed the act of "clutch hitting." Ortiz, who hit a blistering
.352 with runners in scoring position last year for the Red Sox, is a
bad example, because what he did
deviates incredly far from the norm
in such situations. The key, he said,
is that if he had to guess, he'd say
that Ortiz will hit roughly .300 with
runners in scoring position next
year, because that's roughly what
his batting average has been over
the past two seasons.
So when a man sitting in the
back row of the classroom said that
he'd want Ortiz at the plate in a
clutch situation, Schwartz respnded
by asking a rhetorical question
that, if posted on the walls at every
ballpark in America, could quickly
silence ignorant fans ranting about
grossly misleading statistics.
"Who would you want in a
clutch situation," he asked?: "Manny Ramirez, or Bucky Dent?"
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The puck stops HERE

ONE on ONE

JOHN CAREY, assistant
men's basketball coach.

Opponents are finding it harder and harder to play at the Wonderland of Ice
BY DAN AKESON

On fire. On a roll. Hot. Whichever
cliche you want to use, it rings true for
Fairfield hockey as the team steamrolled
Columbia 11-1 Friday night at the Wonderland of Ice, winning its 16th straight
game and further stating what has now
become obvious: opposing teams do not
want to come to the Wonderland, nor do
they want anything to do with the Stags.
"Everyone on the team has come together and meshed really well with
each other, we're a very close knit g
roup," said Michael Chaconas '06,
"We all have the common goal of making nationals in Florida this year."
Teammate Justin Eisner '08
agreed, "I think lately it has been contributions from everyone not just the
top scorers," he said.
Bill McBain/The Mirror
"This is a great testament to how well
Domination: The Stags couldn't put the puck in the net during this scuffle, but they've
the young third and fourth line forwards
been virtually unstoppable during their 16-game winning streak. ■
have played and how the defense has been
larrgely involved in the closing games."
a game in hand. Just two points behind, in the final stretch," Eisner said.
Both Eisner and Chaconas are at the Friday's game at Fordham has major imWith three games remaining before
top of the team's scoring chart. Eisner is on plications with the winner taking over first the playoffs, the Stags are fourth in the
top with 65 points and Chaconas follows place in the division.
conference and all but guarenteed a play"We are certainly looking for a big off spot. But if they beat Fordham, they
him with 54.
Currently, Fairfield finds itself second win against Fordham on Friday, which have a chance to finish first in the conferin their division behind Fordham with figres to be the only tough contest for us ence and guarentee home-ice advantage
throughout the playoffs.
. "We' need to fine-tune some things
and make sure no one gets hurt," said
Chaconas. "If we play the way we've
been playing all season in the playoffs,
we shouldn't have a problem winning the
Terrene Todd '06 and HerThe rest of the men's
whole thing."
bie Allen '09. Guards were the basketball team. Things were

Who's HOT

Who's NOT

loan bright spot in Stags' loss to
Manhattan, when they scored a
combined 43 points. Todd foltowd up the performance with
21 Sunday at Canisius, making
a strong push for first team allMAAC honors. Allen has finally
become the player he was supposed to be: one of the best
three-point shooters around.

looking good after a nice win at
Loyola finished off a respectable
3-3 road trip, but things then
were too good to be true. Stags
blew a nine point second half
lead against the Jaspers and got
blown out of the gym before a
regional TV audience Sunday.

Stags women's hoops
Team got a badly needed win
Friday over Saint Peter's snapping a three-game losing streak,
then followed It up with a blowout over Rider Sunday, giving
Head Coach Dianne Nolan her
500th career win (see P. 32)

Women's rights.
Sam Alito wasn't a slam
dunk, but he made it through
the Senate, meaning pro-choicers might really have something
to worry about. The good news:
now that the confirmation process is over, there's no more
crying for Mrs. Alito.

The weather
Balmy 50 degree temps remind everyone that pitchers and
catchers report in two weeks.
Just remember to bring your sun
screen when you head south for
Grapefruit League season.

The Super Bowl
The three best teams in the
AFC (Colts, Pats, Broncos) will
be watching on TV, and they'll
have to listen to John Madden
while doing so. If that wasn't
bad enough, those attending the
game will have to go to Detroit.
Yikes.

Bend it like Billy
Fairfield soccer standout Bill Andreutsos '06 was chosen chosen with the
24th overall pick in the United Soccer
League draft by the Montreal Impact.
Androutsos, who led the Stags in scoring last year with 28 points, was a fixture
in the Stags' lineup for four years after
coming to Fairfield from Toronto.
He narrowly missed leading the Stags
to the NCAA tournament when the team
was upset by Marist in the MAAC finals
But his personal accomplishments
led the way for one of the most successful
seasons in team history.
They went 13-4-3 record, won the
MAAC regular season title, and had a
chance to play for a trip to the NCAA's
on their home field before the Red Foxes
ended their season. They still had a chance
to make the tournament as an at-large bid,
but the tournament selection committee
denied them that chance.
"We are pleased with our picks," Impact Head Coach Nick De Santis said in
a pres release. "We had our eye on both
players [we chose.] Androutsos is a big
player with a more defensive style."

The Mirror: You're a teacher
at All Hallow's High School in the
Bronx, where you coached basketball for 27 years. What do you
teach?
Carey: Mostly physical education.
TM: The Stags have been
struggling a bit. What are your
thoughts on the season so far?
JC: I just feel bad for the kids
this yean They're going through
a tough time. It's been tough on
Coach [O'Toole] too. He's, got a
young family, a newborn, he's been
struggling with this group, and its
been hard on him. But you've got
to keep working at it and get a
couple of good players, and we'll
be all right. But Herbie Allen's been
a bright spot for us and Jon Han
He started off good. Our 1-2 freshmen guards are good players.
TM: You were a high school
classmate of Fairfield Athletic Director Gene Doris. What was he
like back then?
JC: Yeah. He ended up being the manager of a team that
I played on, and then he went to
Fordham and was the manager
at their basketball team. He's the
same guy now as he was then.
TM: Your daughter graduated
from Cornell in 2004. Do brains run
in the family?
JC: She takes that from her
mother. She graduated SumaCum
Laude. She was a very, very good
student. She's a buyer at Bloom-?
ingdale's now, and my son spent a
semester at Fairfield because he's
a student at Loyola New Orleans.
He's back down there now.
TM: You have the same name
as a guy who ran for president in
2004.
JC: Yeah, but it's spelled differently, and as different as our
names are, our politics are along
those lines.
TM: Is there anything else we
should know?
JC: No. I can't lend you
$100,000. But I'll buy you a beer.
- JOE SERZAN
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Stags win two straight
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raised three sons while leading the Stags to
18 winning seasons, four NCAA tournament
appearances, and one WNIT appearance. For
her accomplishments, Nolan was recently
inducted into the Connecticut Women's
Basketball Hall of Fame.
"My husband and sons have been unbelievable," said Nolan. "They have been very
flexible and patient with the time and that has
made all of the difference."
"It is always challenging, but you go
with the flow. On thing I am most proud
of is that no matter what, through pregnancies, you name it, I have never missed a
game. I try to stay at a high energy level at
all times."
That high energy level was one of the
things that catapulted Nolan off the end of the
bench as an athletic trainer at St. Francis of
Brooklyn (now St. Francis of New York) and
into the seat of head coach of the women's
basketball team in 1974. Nolan enjoyed a 61 57 overall record and made three postseason
appearances during her time as the head of
the Terriers.
"As the athletic trainer, I always had
to sit at the end of the bench," said Nolan.
"But that wasn't for me, I knew then that I
wanted to be at the front, teaching the game
Hove."
It wasn't until 1979 that Fairfield called,
and Nolan jumped at the chance to coach at
a place that she observed from afar while at
the helm of St. Francis.
"We would always play Fairfield," said
Nolan. "And I told myself, wow, there's a
place that I could really see myself at. The
rest is history."
And what a history it has been. In her
time at Fairfield, Nolan has established a
very successful program that has graduated
all of its players.
"She's been a mentor to me," said Candice Lindsay '07. "She has taught us a lot
of things that have helped make us better
athletes and students."
Clare Faurote '06 agreed, "We are very
Mirror file photo
proud to play for her. She gave us a great
opportunity to come to Fairfield and play at Always intense: Nolan watches her team in action at Harbor Yard last year.
a good school."
Nolan has gained recognition not only
from the people immediately surroundingfier
but also from the observing public.
"One of the moments that I am most
proud of is when we made the NCAA tournament (in 2001) as an at large," said Nolan.
"It was real testament to how far we have
come as a program when people notice your
success and give you recognition for it. We
gained a lot of notoriety for that and I was
very proud."
That year's team finished 25-6, and
while this year's squad does not have a
gaudy record thus far, they are gearing up
for a title run. With the win over Rider,
Fairfield improved to 9-10 overall and 6-4
in MAAC play.
"We believe that we are on the right
track," said Nolan. "We have some growing to do offensively but we are a young and
inexperienced team that is getting smarter at
the right time."
Nolan will try to have more glory days
in the future. She can start with win number
501 tomorrow night at Iona.

P. 32

games. The first came last Friday at home
against St. Peter's.
"St. Peter's had just beaten the top team
in the league in Marist and they had beaten
another fine team in Manhattan," said Nolan.
"We knew that they were going to come in
and play tenacious on the ball man defense.
It wasn't the prettiest of games but I thought
our kids really gutted it out."
The Stags started slowly, trailing 3629 at halftime and down by as many as 10
points with 13:10 to go. In a game where it
seemed like every other second a foul was
called, the Stags kept their composure and
finished strong.
"To get any offense generated we had
to take it to the hole," said Nolan. "You
know you are going to get a push or shove
on every other possession."
Sabra Wrice '08 led the comeback
charge for the Stags, connecting on clutch
field goals down the stretch. Wrice, Fairfield's leading scorer this season, totaled
20 points to lead all scorers. The Stags had
three others score in double figures and
again shot the ball well from the field (42
percent).
"We worked the ball around a lot more
during the second half," said Wrice. "Coming off of three losses, you want to win like
that in order to boost your confidence and
get you ready for the rest of the games."
With the two victories, the Stags are
now 6-4 in MAAC play. Their record is
currently good enough for a tie with Iona
for fourth place in the conference.
Now, as the Stags enter the second half
of the conference season, every game means
something, and if the Stags can keep their
mistakes to a minimum (they turned the
ball over 22 times and won in spite of it last
Friday) they could be in the running for a
league title and returning to the NCAA's for
the first time since 200..
This makes Friday night's game with
the Gaels all that more important for the
Stags when they take to the court in New
Rochelle, NY.

NOLAN BY THE NUMBERS

32 years coaching college basketball
27 years at Fairfield

500 overall wins

336 overall losses

4 NCAA tournament appearences

1 rank on the all-time wins list at Fairfield
Mirror file photo
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Record-setting Hunter stands out for Fairfield swimming
BY CAITLIN CALLAGHAN

You may not have heard of her. She can't dunk, throw
a 90-mile-per-hour fastball or fake out a goalkeeper. But
Brittany Hunter '07, by any measurable standard, is the best
athlete at Fairfield.
The two-time MA AC Swimmer of the Week has broken
19 records (11 individual and eight relay) in her three years
at Fairfield. Hunter's second Swimmer of the Week award
came after she won three events in a meet against Holy Cross
on Jan. 21. She also tallied three event wins in a meet against
Niagara on Nov. 11, prior to her first MA AC Swimmer of
the Week award.
Hunter is stands out on the 6-7 women's swimming
team, and she has played a major role in the team's winning
records during her freshmen and sophomore seasons. After
a loss to Stony Brook on Jan. 28, Hunter hopes to end this
season with a .500 record by recording a win versus Manhattan on Feb. 3.
Head Men's and Women's Swimming Coach Bill Farley
says that Hunter, who was named Fairfield University Female Athlete of the Year last year, might have obtained even
more records, but she doesn't get to swim some of her record
events as often as the team would like because "we [the team]
need[s] her in other events to win the meet."
But Hunter's feats are not solely accomplished in the
pool. The physics major and Mt. Kisco, N.Y. native is a perennial Dean's List student, was named to the All-Academic
Team her sophomore year and Farley describes her as a "serious student" and a "major contributor to the team."
She is also a member of Circle K, secretary of the physics
club and serves as a physics tutor on campus. Her role as a
physics tutor is the most important to her, because she aspires
to be a high school physics teacher after graduation.
"I think that by being a tutor, it will help me to become
a better teacher," she says. "I like that I can help other people

in a subject that I really enjoy."
Hunter's exhaustive resume of successes both in and
out of the pool is not new to her. She had decided to attend
Fairfield for its strong academics, small size, proximity to
her home in New York and because she knew she could swim
here, says Hunter.
"On my visits to the school I just felt the most comfortable here," Hunter says.
Hunter's humble attitude is revealed when asked about
her goals this season and next year.
"The goals I have for myself are to simply do the best that
I possibly can each meet.. .1 want to end my swimming career
on a good note, so I am hoping that during my senior season
I can continue to go faster and swim better," she says.
Hunter wants to improve her times on her stroke events,
such as butterfly and the individual medley.
"I haven't done the times that I want to for this season
yet, but out biggest meets are still ahead of us," she says.
"So I am still optimistic about achieving my goals for this
season."
Although the women's 18-member swimming team is
fairly young, with 14 swimmers being sophomores or freshmen, Farley says the team has set eight or nine school records
this season alone with Hunter's help.
Hunter prides leadership and teamwork as the reasons
for the team's successes this season.
"I think that all of us fupperclassmen] our considered
leaders," she says. "We have been through all the things
Mark Servivio/The Mirror
•■ that the younger swimmers are going through now so our At home in the pool: Hunter may be the best athlete
experience is helpful to them. I would like to think that I you've never heard of.
help to motivate my teammates to want to swim well. They
have been such a big part of my success that I hope I have a
"She serves as a great role model for out team, because
similar effect on them." •
she is an extremely dedicated and hard-working athlete"
Colleen Stranzl '08 certainly feels that Hunter has she says."...she stands out as a leader in all that she is
been helpful to her and her teammates both in and out of involved in because she is always very focused, prepared
the pool.
and motivated to do well."

Editor: Ben Doody
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Nolan gets
milestone win
as Stags beat
Rider

For Nolan, a
long basketball
journey led to
history

BY JOE SERZAN

BY JOE SERZAN

The Fairfield women's basketball team did not have much to
be excited about coming into last
weekend's games. The Stags had
dropped their last three games and
had fallen to 4-4 in MAAC play.
Fairfield bounced back, however, and ended the weekend
especially energized. The Stags
went 2-0, defeating St. Peter's
Friday night 69-64 at the Arena
at Harbor Yard and dismantling
Rider 68-53 Sunday afternoon in
New Jersey.
The victory Sunday was head
coach Dianne Nolan's 500th of
her career.
"It was a big weekend," said
Nolan. "We have had a roller
coaster season so far, so we are
just taking every game and every
week one at a time."
The Stags used effective defense and exceptional field goal
shooting during Sunday's game to
put down Rider. The Stags shot a
scorching 46 percent from the field
and held the Broncs to 38 percent
shooting. Baendu Lowenthal '09
had a career-high 18 points on 6-of
-9 shooting to lead the Stags.
"We wanted to keep playing
hard so that we could get her the
win," said Clare Faurote '06. "Everyone on the team played in the
game so it was nice for everyone
to contribute."
"It was very exciting," said
Candice Lindsay '07. "Not many
people have done it so it was great
to be a part of it."
Fairfield got off to a strong
start, leading Rider 29-16 at halftime, and finished the game well,
leading by as many as 23 points
with 9:10 remaining. The win
was Fairfield's second in as many

Not even Bruce Springsteen
could have come up with
a story this special.
Fairfield women's basketball
Head Coach Dianne Nolan accomplished something Sunday that was
27 years in the making: she became
just the 28th coach in NCAA history to win her 500th game.
"It was very special. It was
especially great to have it happen
in New Jersey since I am a Jersey
girl," said Nolan. "I love Bruce.'
We affectionately call New Jersey
'God's country' in circles around
the team."
Nolan, a native of Gloucester
in southern New Jersey, is the first
coach at .Fairfield in any sport to
achieve 500 wins. She was surrounded at center-court following
the game by her parents, her husband, her sons and her team.
"I have been real blessed that
they have been able to share every
part of my career," Nolan said.
"They are all a part of it. I have a
great support system. That's how
it all works having a family and
this kind of job."
Growing up in "God's country," Nolan was surrounded by
basketball from the beginning. Her
mother was the girls' basketball
coach for 36 years at Gloucester
High School. Her brother was a
standout high school player who
went on to play at Temple University in nearby Philadelphia.
"I grew up with the game,"
Nolan said. "My mother raised us
and was able to be successful at the
same time. She always treated her
team like a family and that is what
I try to do."
Today, Nolan juggles her
work with her family. She has

SEE "STAGS" P.
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Bill McBain/The Mirror
Hall of Fame fortune: Women's basketball Head Coach Dianne Nolan yells instructions to her team during last Friday's win over Saint Peter's - the 499th of her career. Sunday, when the Stags beat Rider, she
became the 28th coach in history to win her 500th career game.
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